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St the Neme of Allaty, the Mast HMeraiful
the Ever-CMerciful

Introduction by the Author

I begin with Allah’s Name and with praise of Him, and I send peace and blessings

upon His Messenger Muhammad, his family, Companions, and followers.

“My Lord, expand for me my chest, ease for me my affairs, and untie the
knot from my tongue that they may understand my speech. I only desire reform
so far as I am able. And my success is only through Allah. Upon Him I have
relied, and to Him I repent.” With this Qur’anic supplication, I used to always

begin my lectures in the City of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, my place of work.

As a practical manifestation of my love and attachment for Messenger
Muhammad (PBBUH) and his noble Companions, and feeling the need of
people to know more about their religion and the life of their Messenger and his
honorable Companions, I was prompted to organize and deliver this series of
lectures about the biography of Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) and his

Companions.

By Allah’s Grace, I delivered this program of lectures several times in all the
mosques of Bulawayo and some of the neighboring cities. All praise be to Allah,
the program was well received by Muslims in Zimbabwe. I ask Allah to make it
a source of beneficial knowledge to the people and to accept it as a deed done
purely for His Sake, and to increase by it the esteem of Prophet Muhammad
(PBBUH), his family, and Companions.

After the completion of this series of lectures, the CD recording, and the
distribution of them across the Republic of Zimbabwe and its neighboring

countries, including Zambia, Botswana, South Africa, and others, I thought of
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embarking on writing down the fragrant biography of Prophet Muhammad
(PBBUH) and His Companions.

In the beginning, I hesitated, for what further value could I possibly add to
the biography of the Beloved Prophet (PBBUH)? There is already a wealth of
literature in this regard, written by grand scholars who are far superior and more
knowledgeable than I am or shall ever be. But I recalled the Prophet’s (PBBUH)
words: “Convey on my behalf, even if it is one Ayah (Qur’anic verse or

hadith).” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari)

Truly, Prophet Muhammad’s (PBBUH) life is like an overflowing ocean,
providing endless lessons, morals, and meanings, which require every effort and
pen to express and articulate, especially in the face of regular malicious attacks
launched against the Prophet (PBBUH) both recently and in the past. Such
attacks against his character uncover deep ignorance, as well as a deep hatred of

Islam and the Honorable Prophet of Islam (PBBUH).

This urged me to begin writing this prophetic biography and the history of

his Companions.

The first part, A Biography of the Best Man in Creation: Prophet Mubammad
(PBBUH), will be followed, by Allah’s Will, with an account of the lives of the
honorable Companions — may Allah be pleased with them. I ask Allah, the
Exalted, to grant me success and to accept this humble piece of work and make

it beneficial. Indeed, He alone is the Praiseworthy, the Glorious.

Dr. Hassan ‘Ashmawy

Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
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The Objective of Narrating the Prophetic
Biography

The objective of narrating the biography of the Beloved, Chosen Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH) is not to retell stories; there are important aims behind

this piece of work, which are outlined below:
First: Learning and Extracting Lessons from His Life

The Prophet’s (PBBUH)! life offers numerous lessons that we need to pause
and reflect on. They should serve as a lamp and a guide for us to live by. If we
wish to talk about the best teacher in history, or the best politician, or the best
military commander, or the best father and husband, or the best healer of the
hearts and souls — it is the Beloved, Chosen Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). He
is indeed the greatest of Allah’s Messengers and the Imam of all prophets.

Allah, Glorified be He, describes him in the noble Qur’an, saying:
“Indeed, you (Muhammad) are of a great moral character.” (Al-Qalam 68:4)

We should drink insatiably of this river of knowledge and learn as many

lessons and teachings as we can about both our religion and life’s dealings.

Second: Reviving the Love of the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH)
in Our Hearts

The love of the Prophet (PBBUH) is not something optional or to be taken
lightly. It is an obligation from Allah (Exalted be He) put upon every believer by
His Words: “The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves.” (Al-
Ahzab 33:6)

1 PBBUH, short for “May peace and blessings be upon him [English translation of: ‘alayhi as-salatu
wa-salam],” is an Islamic honorific mentioned after reference to a Prophet of Allah.
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A true believer’s love for the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) should be greater

and more deserving than their love for themselves.

The Companions and Their Love for the Prophet (PBBUH):

The Companions had full realization of the importance of loving Prophet

Muhammad (PBBUH). Their love for him was greater than their love for

themselves. There are numerous examples of this which will be explored further

in the following chapters. Some of them are listed below:

1.

Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq

During the emigration journey from Makkah to Madinah (known as the
Hijrah event), the Prophet (PBBUH) was accompanied by his Companion
Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq (RA)'. When they came across a cave to rest, Abu Bakr
entered first to ensure there were no snakes or scorpions that could harm the
Prophet (PBBUH). Abu Bakr then noticed the presence of several holes and
gaps in the cave that could contain harmful insects and pests, so he started
filling them all with pieces of cloth to avert any potential harm to the
Prophet (PBBUH).

The Two Companions stayed in the cave for three nights. On one of the
nights the Prophet (PBBUH) rested his noble head on Abu Bakr’s lap and
tell asleep. Suddenly, a hole that had gone unnoticed by Abu Bakr came into
his sight. He quickly closed it with his toes. As his toes closed the gap in the
wall, a scorpion in the hole bit his toe. Despite the pain, Abu Bakr stayed
still. He just glanced at the Prophet (PBBUH) and his tears slipped onto the
Prophet’s (PBBUH) face and woke him up.

1(RA) is an abbreviation that stands for the Islamic honorific “Radi Allahu ‘anhu” (may Allah be pleased

with him) mentioned after reference to one of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) Companions.
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When the Prophet (PBBUH) learned what had happened, he asked Abu Bakr
why he did not withdraw his leg. Abu Bakr replied, “I was afraid that I might
wake you up, O Messenger of Allah.”

A scorpion’s sting did not matter to Abu Bakr; what mattered was that he
would not awaken the Prophet (PBBUH).

On the same journey on the route to Madinah, Abu Bakr stopped to obtain
some milk from a shepherd, and he gave it to the Prophet (PBBUH) to drink.
Every time Abu Bakr narrated this incident, he said, “The Prophet (PBBUH)
drank until I was satisfied.” The Prophet (PBBUH) drinking quenched Abu
Bakr’s thirst, despite him not drinking anything himself. Such was his love
for the Prophet (PBBUH), may Allah be pleased with him.

‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab

It was narrated in Sahih Al-Bukbari that “Umar (RA) said, “O Messenger of
Allah, by Allah, you are dearer to me than everything except myself.”

The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) replied, “No, O ‘Umar, not until I am
dearer to you than yourself.”

*Umar (RA) said, “O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, now you are dearer to me
than everything, even myself.”

He (PBBUH) replied, “Now, O ‘Umar (you are a complete believer).”

After a moment of thinking, *Umar realized that his love for himself would
add nothing to him on the Day of Judgement and Exposure before Allah.
(Glorified be He) His love for the Prophet (PBBUH) would be much more
beneficial. He would be the one who would intercede to Allah for him, and
he would drink a mouthful from his noble palms, after which he would
never be thirsty again.
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3. Khubaib ibn ‘"Adi

In the Expedition of Al-Raji", the disbelievers of Quraysh captured *Adi and
were in the process of beheading him, after having crucified and tortured
him. While in that state, Abu Sufyan (a leader of the tribe of Quraysh) passed
by ‘Adi and said to him, “Would you not rather have Muhammad in your

place, to strike his head off, and you remain safely with your family?”

Khubaib gave a response that astonished Abu Sufyan and those with him, “I
swear by Allah, it would not please me to be safe and secure among my family

when even a thorn could hurt Muhammad.”

Abu-Sufyan, utterly stunned, said, “I swear by Allah, I have never seen

anyone who loved their companion as the Companions of Muhammad loved

him.” Then he ordered that he be killed.

Such was the love of the Companions for Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH).
He was dearer to them than their own selves. Indeed, there are many

examples of their sincere love that are beyond the scope of this book.
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Noble Lineage

Who Was Messenger Muhammad (PBBUH)?

His full name was Muhammad, son of ‘Abdullah, son of *Abdul-Muttalib, son
of Hashim, son of *Abd Manaf, son of Qusai, son of Kilab, son of Murrah, son
of Ka'b, son of Lu’ay, son of Ghalib, son of Fihr (Quraysh), son of Malik, son of
Al-Nadr, son of Kinanah, son of Khuzaymah, son of Mudrikah, son of Ilyas, son

of Mudar, son of Nizar, son of Maad, son of ‘Adnan.

Before ‘Adnan were approximately thirty generations extending back to
Kidar, son of Ismai "l (Ishmael), son of Ibrahim (Abraham) — peace and blessings
be upon them both. In our book, we will begin by exploring the conditions
surrounding this lineage chain from Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) until
Muhammad (PBBUH), and then discuss Prophet Muhammad’s (PBBUH) life in
detail.

Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH)

His Birth and Early Life

Ibrahim (PBBUH) was born in the city of Ur in Iraq. His father was a skilled
sculptor, devoted to making the various statues and effigies worshipped by his
townspeople. His profession granted him a special sacredness and prestige

among his people and community.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) grew up witnessing the stages involved in the
craftsmanship of statue making. He (PBBUH) observed how very often the
process would result in imperfect statues, not good enough for worship, and
would be cast away or used by his father as firewood. He would then create
another one in its place. This and other reasons were sufficient to make him
question the legitimacy and rationality of idol worship.
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The Dominant Beliefs of Prophet Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) Time

At that time, there were three main forms of worship and belief systems:

e The worship of stars and planets (astrolatry).
e The worship of idols (idolatry).

e The worship of kings and emperors.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) never accepted any of these beliefs and always trusted in
the existence of a Creator God, far greater and superior to anything that the

people of his time used to worship.

His fixed resolution was to challenge the religious doctrines and beliefs of
his time through evidence and irrefutable logic. He (PBUH) fought his battle in

three separate rounds against these three existing false doctrines.
First Round: Confrontation with the Star Worshippers

The struggling of Ibrahim (PBBUH) started with the star worshippers. The
Qur’anic Chapter of Al-An"am (The Cattle) contains a narrative of its events, in
asoliloquy by Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) in which he contemplated the universe

and admonished the star worshippers. Part of the soliloquy reads as follows:

“When the night covered him over with darkness, he saw a star. He said, “This is
my lord.” But when it set, he said, ‘I like not those that disappear.” When he saw
the moon rising up, he said, “This is my lord.” But when it set, he said, ‘Unless
my Lord guides me, I shall surely be among the erring people.” When he saw the
sun rising up, he said, ‘This is my lord. This is greater.” But when it set, he said,
‘O my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners in worship with
Allah.”” (Al-An‘am 6:76-78)
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Prophet Ibarhim’s reflective speech was a way to logically prove to the star
worshippers the error and falsity of what they believed and worshipped. How
could anyone worship a god that would appear and disappear or rise and set?! He
(PBBUH) repeatedly illustrated this fact by referring to the stars, the moon and
the sun, hoping it would encourage his people to reason better. He (PBBUH)

concluded his point with the following decisive statement:

“Verily, I have turned my face to Him Who created the heavens and the earth, a
worshipper of Him alone, and I am not of those who associate others with Allah.”
(Al-An‘am 6:79)

Second Round: Confrontation with the Idol Worshippers

Right after his confrontation with the star worshippers, Prophet Ibrahim
(PBUH) embarked upon a new and even more difficult confrontation with the
idol worshippers. The present battle was fiercer because of his father’s deep
involvement in this false form of worship — he was the one who crafted and
provided the idols that Ibrahim’s people worshipped. It was a hard-fought battle,

which Ibrahim carried out in the following stages:
1-Ibrahim’s (PBUH) conversation with his people:

Ibrahim went out to his people one day and talked with them. The Noble

Qur’an recounts the conversation that took place between him and them:
Ibrahim (PBUH): “What are these statues to which you are devoted?”

Ibrahim’s (PBUH) people: “We found our fathers to be worshippers of them.”
Ibrahim (PBUH): “Indeed you and your fathers have been in manifest error.”
Ibrahim’s (PBUH) people: “Have you brought us the truth, or are you of those

who jest?”
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Ibrahim (PBUH): “(No), rather, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the
earth Who created them, and I, to that, am of those who testify. And by Allah, I
will surely plan against your idols after you have turned and gone away.” (Al-
Anbiya’ 21:52-57)

2-Ibrahim’s (PBUH) conversation with his father:

A much tougher conversation followed with his father:

“O my father! Why do you worship that which hears not, sees not, and cannot
avail you in anything? O my father, indeed there has come to me knowledge that
has not come to you. So follow me. I will guide you to a straight path. O my
father, do not worship Satan. Indeed, Satan has ever been, to the Most Merciful,

disobedient.” (Maryam 19:42-44)

His father’s response was harsh, filled with threats and intimidation: “Do
you reject my gods, O Ibrahim? If you do not desist, I will surely stone you, so

avoid me for a prolonged time.” (Maryam 19:46)

In compliance with his father’s decree to expel him, Ibrahim (PBUH)
decided to forsake his people, and what they worshipped instead of Allah
(Exalted be He) hand move to another land.

3-Ibrahim (PBBUH) proving the falsity of what his people worshipped:

Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) was characteristically unswerving. Before setting
out, he wanted to demonstrate to his people the falsity of their beliefs — as he had

previously done with the star worshippers.

On a special day of massive celebration, all the people left the city to join the
celebratory event on the other side of the riverbank. Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH)
waited until the city was completely deserted, then he walked towards the temple
where the idols were kept. He (PBUH) directed his gaze at the food placed in

front of them as sacrificial gifts and, addressing the idols, he asked mockingly, as
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the Qur’an tells us: “Will you not eat (of the offering before you)? Why do you
not speak?” (Al-Saffat 37:91-92)

He destroyed all the idols and left the largest of them, and placed the axe
around its neck. The people returned from the festival and crowded to witness
what had happened to their idol-gods. They sought to find who was responsible
for such an act, when they remembered Ibrahim (PBUH) questioning and
challenging their gods. The Qur’an relates it, saying, “They said, “We heard a
young man talking against them who is called Ibrahim (Abraham).”” (Al-Anbiya’
21:60)

They held an immediate court and started interrogating him. “Are you the
one who has done this to our gods, O Ibrahim (Abraham)?” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:62)

Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) replied sarcastically: “Nay, this one, the biggest of
them (idols) did it. Ask them, if they can speak!” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:63)

And the court gave its verdict: “Burn him and support your gods — if you are
to act.” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:68)

Ibrahim’s (PBUH) people arrogantly defied the clear proof and logic that
Ibrahim (PBUH) put forward. Their decision was to put him to death by

throwing him alive into a blazing fire.

The Fire Becomes Cool and Safe for Ibrahim

Carrying out the court’s judgement, the people dug an immense hole and
filled it with stones and wood, before setting the fire alight. A huge catapult-like
device was set up to thrust Ibrahim (PBBUH) into the fire, as the extreme heat

would make it impossible for anyone to approach the fire.

After tying Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) legs and hands, they put him into the
catapult. When the decisive moment came, Angel Jibril (Gabriel, PBUH)
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descended and asked Ibrahim (PBUH): “O Ibrahim, do you need anything?”
Ibrahim (PBUH) replied, “Allah is Sufficient for me, and He is the Best Disposer
of my affairs!”

The catapult threw Ibrahim (PBBUH) into the fire pit in execution of the
court’s unjust decree. But Allah (Exalted be He) was at work. The court passed
its judgement, and Allah also. The Supreme, Almighty and Irresistible Lord gave
orders to the fire: “O fire! Be you coolness and safety for Ibrahim (Abraham)!”
(Al-Anbiya’ 21:69)

This was Allah’s Command. Indeed, He is the Unconquerable and Almighty
Creator. He (Glorified be He) created the fire and caused it to operate based on
certain physical qualities. Allah gave orders to the fire they had lit to cease its
physical qualities as fire. It did not burn or destroy anything except the chains
that Ibrahim (PBUH) was tied with. It became cool and safe for him. It not only
became cold, for this could have caused Ibrahim to freeze, but also peacefully

safe. Ibrahim (PBBUH) sat within it as if he was sitting in a verdant garden.

After long period waiting, watching, and anticipating, the people who
gathered around the fire expected to see Ibrahim’s (PBUH) body dead and
charred. To everyone’s astonishment, after the fire died down, Ibrahim (PBBUH)
stepped out of it just as he had been thrust into it, unscathed, his face bright and
glistening. His clothes remained the same; unburned and intact, while the
onlookers’ clothes were partially seared due to the sparks and flaming wooden

fragments that flew onto them.

Indeed, the court ruling was a grievous fabrication of truth. It incurred a
devastating loss to those who disbelieved in Ibrahim (PBBUH) and his message
of Allah’s Oneness. “They intended for him harm, but We* (Allah) made them
the worst losers.” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:70)

* Royal We used by Allah in the Qur’an to denote majesty and power.
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Third Round: Confrontation with the King Worshippers

In this struggle, Ibrahim (PBBUH) headed directly to the leader of Shirk
(associating others with Allah in His Divinity or worship) at the time, namely
King Nimrod, whom people worshipped instead of Allah (Glorified be He). He
argued with him and challenged his claim to Godhood, and the following
conversation took place between the two as Allah, the Most Exalted, relates to us
in the Glorious Qur’an: “Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim
(Abraham) about his Lord (Allah), (merely) because Allah had given him
kingship? When Ibrahim said (to him), ‘My Lord (Allah) is He Who gives life
and causes death.” He said, ‘I give life and cause death.”” (Al-Baqarah 2:258)

Ibrahim (PBBUH) did not pursue this lengthy, useless debate further, and
instead gave him this prompt, conclusive response: “Ibrahim said, “Verily! Allah
causes the sun to rise from the east, so, you cause it you to rise from the west.” So
the disbeliever was overwhelmed by astonishment. And Allah guides not the
wrongdoers.” (Al-Baqarah 2:258)

It was a decisive response that brought the argument to a close with a king

whose name and place the Qur’anic verses do not care to mention.
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To New Lands

After Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) long struggles with all forms of Shzrk and disbelief, and
despite the clear miraculous signs establishing the veracity of his message,
Ibrahim (PBUH) left for other lands to call people to belief in the One and Only
God - Allah (Exalted be He).

Ibrahim (PBBUH) left, but he did not have thousands or hundreds of
followers who had believed in him. He departed without a man in his company
except Lut (Lout, PBBUH), his nephew. Lut was the only person who went with

him and followed his religion.

There is a lesson to be learned here: a caller to Allah’s Path should never give
up or be disheartened, as Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) said: “That Allah
guides one person through you is better for you than red camels (i.e., the
most prized possessions of this world).” (Sahih Al-Bukhari) Far from giving
up or despairing, Prophet Ibrahim persevered in his journey, calling people to
Allah’s Path. Today, and after thousands of years, we see the result of Ibrahim’s
dedicated efforts. They have blossomed into billions of believers, who are all
followers of Ibrahim (PBBUH). Glorified be Allah!

Migration to the Levant

Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) migrated from Ur in Iraq to the Levant
(Damascus), and then to Palestine, where he stayed in Hebron (known as Al-
Khalil in Arabic). There, he (PBBUH) met and married his wife Sarah. He spent
some time there calling people to believe in and worship the one and only God
— Allah (Exalted be He).

Migration to Egypt

Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) travelled to Egypt with his wife Sarah. There he
met with the King of Egypt, who presented him with Hajar, who became his
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second wife. Hajar was the daughter of a king whom the Egyptian King defeated
in a battle, after which he took Hajar captive. The Egyptian King treated the
princess well and gifted her to Ibrahim (PBBUH), so she would not be treated as

a slave.
Ibrahim Given the Glad Tidings of a Forbearing Son

Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) attained the age of seventy without yet being
blessed with offspring. When he married Hajar, the Egyptian, he supplicated to
Allah: “My Lord, grant me (offspring) from the righteous.” (Al-Saffat 37:100)
Allah’s swift answer to his supplication came: “So We gave him the glad tidings
of a forbearing boy.” (Al-Saffat 37:101)

Allah granted him his son Isma'il (Ishmael, PBBUH), whose name in
Hebrew means “Allah hears”. Isma il (PBBUH) was the fulfilment of Ibrahim’s
request. Following this, Ibrahim (PBBUH) returned to Palestine with his family.

Migration to Makkah

Ibrahim (PBBUH) carried on calling people to Allah’s Path. One day he
received Allah’s Command that he should depart for Makkah with his wife Hajar

and their son Isma"il, who was still a baby.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) had no idea what or where Makkah was, but he knew he
must obey Allah’s Orders. So off he went to Makkah, guided by the clouds, as
later also happened with beloved Prophet Muhammed (PBBUH) on his

migration journey.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) arrived in Makkah only to find it a harsh, uncultivated
desert land with no signs of life. Ibrahim (PBBUH) spent very little time there
with his wife and little child before once again Allah (Exalted be He) ordered
him to depart, leaving behind his wife and son with a small supply of food and

water.
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Hajar hurried after her travelling husband and asked him, “O Ibrahim,
where are you going and leaving us in this valley, in which there are no people
and nothing?” She asked him this question several times, but he (PBBUH) did
not answer her. Finally, she asked him, “Is it Allah Who has commanded you to
do s0?” He (PBBUH) said, “Yes.” His believing wife replied, “Then He will not

forsake us.”

Before departing from Makkah, Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) raised his hands
in supplication to Allah (Glorified be He): “Our Lord, I have settled some of my
offspring in an uncultivated valley near Your Sacred House, that they may
establish prayer. So make hearts among the people incline toward them, and (O

Allah) provide them with fruits so that they may give thanks.” (Ibrahim 14:37)

And so, in obedience to Allah’s Command, Ibrahim (PBBUH) left his wife
and son in a wasteland and resumed his ceaseless efforts to bring people to Allah

(the Majestic and Glorious).
Hajar and Her Baby Left with No Supplies

Two days had passed since Ibrahim’s departure, during which the food and
water supplies ran out, and Hajar and her baby started experiencing the pangs of
hunger and thirst. As time wore on, her baby’s crying became worse, which left

the mother confused as to what she should do, alone, amid this desolate desert.

Anxiously, she started searching for water until she reached Al-Safa Mount.
She climbed it only to find nothing. She quickly descended, crossed the valley,
and went up another mountain known as Al-Marwa. She looked from the top of

it and again found nothing.

She continued running back and forth between the two mountains,
repeating the course a total of seven times. Her quest later became an established
ritual of Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) that commemorates the efforts of Hajar
with her son Isma ‘il (PBBUT).
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At one point in her trial, she exerted her utmost to find a human’s help, but
she could not find a soul. She turned wholeheartedly to Almighty Allah with a
sincere supplication to Him for help, and a miracle happened. In a totally barren
desert where there was no water, no plants, no life, Isma ‘il (PBBUH), a mere
suckling, struck the ground with his little foot, and a well sprung up and water

gushed out abundantly.

Hajar and her son Isma ‘il (PBBUH) drank their fill, and the water continued
flowing in heavy streams. Hajar said to the water, “Zummi! Zumm:'” (i.e., gather
and do not spread). She was asking the water to gather in one spot so as not to

drown the earth.

The well of Zamzam was a massive miracle. Powerful drilling machines are
now needed to dig a well, with equal chances of finding or not finding water.
Yet by the touch of a baby’s little foot, water gushed out, providing water for
everybody to this day - and, Allah willing, till the end of time. It is a
manifestation of Allah’s Supreme Power, Who, once He decrees anything, only

says to it, “Be!” and it is.
Life Blossoming in the Desert

Where water is, life is. With the springing of Zamzam well, the desert
flourished with life. Birds flocked to the well and frequently flew over it.
Hovering birds were a sign of water being present, which attracted a group of
travelers from the Jurhum tribe to the valley that they previously knew to be

lifeless.

When they approached the valley, they found Hajar, her son, and the well.
They asked if they could stay with them and use the well, and she allowed them
to. Then the rest of the Jurhum tribe came — men, women, and children along

with their camels. Another people known as Al-* Amaliq' also came to the valley.

1 Literally the Giants, referring to the first people to inhabit Makkah.
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Indeed, Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) prayer was answered: “Make hearts among the
people incline toward them...” (Ibrahim 14:37) The valley that had been once

barren and lifeless became populated with people, pulsating with life.

The hearts of the Jurhum and Al-*Amaliq tribes were drawn to this blessed
spot. It became a place that attracts hearts from all over the world, to this day. It
will remain so until the Day of Resurrection, by Allah’s Will. Zamzam water
transformed the barren desert into a verdant land and the fruits multiplied -

“...provide them with fruits so that they may give thanks.” (Ibrahim 14:37)
Jurhum and Al-'Amaliq Populating the Valley

As was the custom in those days, anyone who found and drilled a well would
become its owner. Zamzam well sprang up under the foot of Isma ‘il (PBBUH)
and so Hajar became its owner. The Jurhum and Al-'Amaliq tribes lived with
her in this valley and provided protection and service to her and her son, who

grew into a strong youth.

Time passed and Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) returned to Makkah to find it
changed from an arid, barren dessert to a valley filled with life, vitality, and
people. He also found his wife and his son Ismail, who had reached thirteen
years of age, brought up by his mother as an upright believer in Allah alone, and

a follower of the pure monotheistic religion.
The Building of the Ka'bah

In every place to which he travelled, Ibrahim (PBBUH) used to build a place
of worship or an altar. In his travels across Iraq, the Levant, and Egypt, Ibrahim
(PBBUH) would often come across places of idol worship, and he always yearned
for a place dedicated to the worship of Allah (Exalted be He) alone. Allah fulfilled
the yearning of his heart and ordered Ibrahim (PBBUH) to build the Ka " bah (or,
according to some scholars, to raise its foundation). Allah designated for him the

place where His House was to be built and directed him to start.
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“And (mention), when We (Allah) designated for Ibrahim (Abraham) the
site of the House, (saying), ‘Do not associate anything with Me and purify My
House for those circumambulating it, those standing in prayer, and those

bowing and prostrating.”” (Al-Hajj 22:26)

Ibrahim (PBBUH) complied and, with the help of his son Isma il (PBBUH),
began building the Ka'bah. “And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and
(his son) Isma il (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House, (saying),
‘Our Lord, accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the All-Hearer, the All-
Knower.”” (Al-Bagarah 2:127)

Ibrahim and his son Isma‘il (PBBUT) were certainly the builders of the
Ka'bah. However, according to some records, the building of the Ka'bah was
initiated thousands of years before Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) time. Some scholars even
traced the construction back to Adam’s time, and believe that Ibrahim and

Isma ‘il (PBBUT) re-established it based on its original foundations.

In any case, Ibrahim and his son (PBBUT) started building Allah’s Sacred
House, the Ka'bah. Ibrahim (PBBUH) carried on building, while Isma'il
(PBBUH) handed him the stones and supplicated for him. When the building
went higher and reached the place of the Rukn (the corner of the Black Stone),
Ibrahim asked Isma'il to get him a fine stone to place there. Isma"il was a bit
late in finding this stone, when Angel Jibril (Gabriel, PBUH) came with the
Black Stone.! The Black Stone, a stone from Paradise, used to be white but had

darkened over time due to people’s sins.

Having returned with a stone and finding the Black Stone set in place,
Isma‘il (PBBUH) asked, “O father, who brought you this stone?” Ibrahim
(PBBUH) replied, “It was brought by one who is brisker than you.” [Tafisr Ibn
Kathir vol. 1, p. 178]

1 The Black Stone is a stone from Paradise that was set into one corner of the Ka‘bah by Prophet
Ibrahim (PBBUH). Muslims honor the Black Stone for that. They follow the example of Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH) when he (PBBUH) kissed it during his Farewell Hajj. Muslims neither attach
divine power to nor worship the Back Stone.
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Ibrahim’s Footprint

As the House’s walls rose higher, Ibrahim (PBBUH) needed a rock to stand
on to continue with the construction of the Ka'bah. Whenever he finished one
side, he would move to the next side, until he had completed the building all the
way around. This stepping rock visibly carried his footprints and became known

as Magam Ibrabhim (the Station of Ibrahim).

In the past, the Magam adjoined the Ka bah’s wall, where Ibrahim (PBBUH)
left it after completing the construction. During his reign, * Umar ibn Al-Khattab
moved it back to its present position; that is the place where we now offer a two-

Rak' ab prayer (two-unit prayer) after completing the circumambulation of the
Ka bah.

The Story of the Sacrifice

After Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) fulfilled his goal and completed the
building of Allah’s Sacred House, he and his family were subjected to a great trial

of faith that could weigh down a mountain.

In a dream, Ibrahim (PBBUH) saw himself slaughtering his son Isma"il as a
sacrifice. Dreams of the prophets, as in wakefulness, were divine instruction from
their Lord. They must fulfil them. How would Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) act?

Ibrahim (PBBUH) woke up and deliberated over this issue from the
morning to the evening. Hence came the name of the Day of Tarwiyah (8th of
Dhul-Hijjah; literally, the Day of Deliberation). It was also narrated that on the
8th day of Dhul-Hijjah, people used to collect water to use later during the days
of Hajj, and hence the name ‘Day of Tarwiyah.

That night, Ibrahim (PBBUH) went to sleep and had the same dream. He
was reassured that it was from Allah (Glorified be He), and so the 9th day of
Dhul-Hijjah became known as the Day of ‘'Arafab (literally, the Day of

Recognition). When Ibrahim had the same dream for a third night, he woke up
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with the certainty that he had to sacrifice his son Isma ‘il (PBBUT). Thus it was
called the Day of Nahr (the Day of Sacrifice; it occurs on the 10th day of Dhul-
Hijjah).

Ibrahim (PBBUH) Surrendering to Allah’s Command and Satan
Hindering Him

On the morning of the Day of Sacrifice, Ibrahim (PBBUH) asked Isma il to

bring a rope and a knife and to come with him to collect some firewood.

He and his son set out together. Ibrahim (PBBUH) intended to act on Allah’s
Command and sacrifice his son. Here, Satan started interfering, as was his usual
method. Once a human decides to obey Allah’s Orders, he initiates all kinds of
excuses and obstacles through which he tries to deceive Allah’s servants and lure

them away from obedience and compliance to Allah.

Satan, determined to mislead the family of Ibrahim, first targeted Hajar, who
as a mother seemed to him to be the weakest, being by nature more sensitive and
emotional. He appeared to her in the guise of a man and said to her, “Do you
know where Ibrahim is taking your son?” She replied, “He went out with him to
collect some firewood from this route.” He said, “No, by Allah, he only went out
with him to slaughter him.” Hajar said, “No, he is too merciful and too loving
towards him to do that.” He said, “He claims that Allah has ordered him to do
so.” To this, the righteous wife and mother replied, “If his Lord has ordered him

to do so, he has done well to obey his Lord.”

Satan did not give up. He went out and caught up with Isma il (PBBUH) as
he was walking behind his father. He had the same conversation he had had with
his mother, and he received another blow; the son gave him the same answer as

his mother.

At this point, Satan decided to approach the old Sheikh, Ibrahim (PBBUH)

himself, and he said to him, “Where do you want to go, O old man?” Ibrahim
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replied, “I am going to take this mountain route because I need to do something
there.” Satan said, “By Allah, I think Satan came to you in your dream and
ordered you to slaughter this son of yours.” Here, Ibrahim recognized him to be
Satan and said, “Depart from me, O you enemy of Allah! By Allah, I will proceed

with my Lord’s Command.”

Ibrahim (PBBUH) moved on, but Satan caught up with him at a spot called
the Large Jamrabh (the largest pelting area). Here, Ibrahim threw seven pebbles at
him until he disappeared. Satan again pursued him at a spot called the Middle
Jamrah (second or middle pelting area) and Ibrahim stoned him with another
seven pebbles until he disappeared. Again, he reappeared to him at a spot called
the Small Jamrah and Ibrahim again stoned him with seven pebbles until he
disappeared without return, clearly realizing that he would have no influence
over Ibrahim (PBBUH) and his family.'

Ibrahim (PBBUH) Proceeding to Sacrifice His Son

Before carrying out Allah’s Command, Ibrahim (PBBUH) decided that he
should inform Isma"il (PBBUH) of what he intended to do. The Qur’an quotes
that he said: “O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you

(offering you in sacrifice to Allah), so see what you think!” (Al-Saffat 37:102)

Isma'il (PBBUH) knew without a doubt that the dreams of the Prophets
were divine revelation and that he was facing a Decree from Almighty Allah. He
replied without hesitation: “O my father, do as you are commanded. You will
find me, Allah willing, of the patient ones.” (Al-Saffat 37:102)

1 As a re-enactment of Prophet Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) firm stand against the temptation of Satan, Muslim
pilgrims perform the ritual of stoning Satan at the three pebble-throwing areas (the Large, Middle,
and Small Jamrahs) as a reminder of how lbrahim resisted Satan.
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In a spirit of patience and acceptance, Isma'il (PBBUH) encouraged his

father to go ahead with the sacrifice, saying:

- (O father) Do not slaughter me while looking me in the face lest you feel
compassion for me and fail to put me to death. But tie my hands to my neck,

then place my face upon the ground.

- Draw your clothes back from me lest they be spattered with my blood and it

gives grief to my mother when she sees it.

- Pull the knife quickly across my neck to make death easier for me. And when

you return to my mother, convey to her my greetings of peace.’

It was as though Isma il (PBBUH) craved from Allah (Exalted be He) a full

reward for his father.

Then, at the critical moment when Ibrahim (PBBUH) laid his son facedown
with his knife ready on the nape of his neck, Allah (Glorified be He) intervened
once again — like the time when He ordered the fire not to burn Ibrahim
(PBBUH) and be cool and safe for him. Here, Allah intervened and ordered the
knife not to cut or hurt Isma ‘il (PBBUH). Allah (Exalted be He) then sent an
angel calling out to Ibrahim: “O Ibrahim, you have fulfilled the vision,” and on
raising his head, Ibrahim saw a large ram descending towards him. He (PBBUH)

slaughtered it as a sacrifice instead of Isma "il.

Allah (Exalted be He) succinctly depicts this momentous event in His Book:
“Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to Allah’s Will), and he had
laid him prostrate on his forehead, We (Allah) called out to him, ‘O Ibrahim!
You have fulfilled the vision.” Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Verily,
that indeed was a manifest trial. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice.”
(Al-Saffat 37:103-107)

1 Tafsir Al-Tabari and Tafsir Al-Qurtubi.
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The Return of Ibrahim and His Son (PBUT)

Ibrahim (PBBUH) returned home with his son to his mother, overflowing
with deep joy at Allah’s Grace and Mercy to them. Their joy at their submission
to Allah’s Order and successfully passing this difficult test was even greater than

their joy at the redemption of Isma il by a ram.
The Call to Pilgrimage

Ibrahim (PBBUH) emerged from this trial steadfast and safe with a renewed
focus on his original task — his mission of calling people to Allah (Exalted be He).

He had built the Ka'bah as Allah had ordered, and Allah saved his son and
provided a ram in his place, and so he supplicated to Almighty Allah:

“Our Lord, and make us submissive to You and of our offspring a nation
submissive to You, and show us our rites (all the ceremonies of pilgrimage), and
accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most
Merciful.” (Al-Baqarah 2:128)

Ibrahim supplicated to Allah (Glorified be He) to teach him how to worship
Him and draw closer to Him. Allah (the Most High) taught him all the rites of
pilgrimage to Makkah, known as Hajj, starting from Tawaf (circumambulation
of the Ka'bah), Sa'y (going between Safa and Marwah during Hajj and
*Umrah), and Ramy (stoning of the devil) till the end. All rituals were intended
to evoke remembrance of the previously mentioned uplifting and edifying

events, and to draw important lessons and wisdom from them.

After Allah (the Most Exalted) showed Ibrahim (PBBUH) the order in which
the rites should be performed, He ordered him to call people to come to Hajj.
The Noble Qur’an says: “And proclaim to humankind the Hajj (pilgrimage to
Makkah), and they shall come to you on foot and upon every lean camel, they

shall come from every distant pass.” (Al-Hajj 22:27)
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Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) wondered how his voice would reach across the
whole earth, especially in a time that lacked all modern means of
communication. Allah’s Response was: “Your role is to make the call, and Ours

is to convey it.”

The evident lesson here is that a human’s role in this life is to work hard,
persevere, and employ the available means, and then leave the outcomes to Allah
(Exalted be He), keeping in mind Allah’s Words to his Khalil (beloved, close elect
servant), Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH). Our duty ends at doing the work correctly,

and Allah, according to His Will, translates it into results and success.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) complied and proclaimed the pilgrimage to all
humankind as Allah (Glorified be He) commanded him. All people of the earth
heard him. They started coming from all corners of the world to the Ka"bah to
perform the pilgrimage by all means of transport and will continue to come until
Judgement Day, in response to Ibrahim’s call, while repeating, “Labbayka
Allabumma labbayk, labbayka la sharika laka labbayk. Inna al-hamda wan-ni* mata
laka wal-mulk, la sharitka lak (Here I am, O Allah, here I am. Here I am, You have
no partner. Here I am. Verily, all praise and blessings are Yours, and all

sovereignty, You have no partner).”

“I Am the Answer to Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) Supplication”

Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) wish became reality; he saw the fulfilment of Allah’s
Command. It was time for Ibrahim to return to Hebron after Allah clarified to
him the sequence of the Hajj rituals to follow and pass on to his descendants.
Before his departure, he made one last supplication, asking Allah (the Most
High) to send a Messenger from Isma il’s offspring. He (PBBUH) said, as the

Qur’an relates:

“Our Lord, and send among them a Messenger from themselves who will
recite to them Your Ayat and teach them the Book and wisdom and purify them.

Indeed, You are the Exalted in Might, the Wise.” (Al-Baqarah 2:129)
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Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) was reported to have said: “I will inform
you of my beginning. I am the answer to Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) supplication,
and the prophecy of ‘Isa (Jesus, PBBUH), and the vision that my mother
saw when she delivered me, as a bright light came out of her, illuminating

»1

the palaces of Syria.

Ibrahim’s (PBBUH) mission in Makkah was thus completed. He offered
Tawaf-ul-Wada" (the farewell circumambulation of the Ka'bah on leaving
Makkah) and returned to Hebron.

1 Al-Mustadrak ala Al-Sahihain.
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Isma’il (PBBUH)

Three years had passed since Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH) had left Makkah.
Isma'il (PBBUH) was by then eighteen years of age and married to a young
woman from the Jurhum tribe named *Umarah bint Sa*d. She used to grumble

often about their poverty and austere living conditions.

Ibrahim (PBBUH) Advises His Son

Whenever Ibrahim (PBBUH) felt yearnings for the Sacred Mosque, he would
travel to Makkah and head to Hajar’s house. Upon learning of Isma *il’s marriage,
he went to visit him at his home; not finding him there, he asked his wife about
their living conditions. Despite not knowing who he was, she complained to
Ibrahim about how poor and hard their life was. Ibrahim (PBBUH) asked her to
convey to Isma'il his greetings of peace and tell him that he should change the
threshold of his door. When Isma ‘il (PBBUH) returned home, his wife told him
about the old man who came visiting and the message he left for him. Isma il
instantly realized that the man was his father advising him to leave this lady, to

which Isma il complied and he divorced her.

Time passed and Isma'il (PBBUH) remarried to a woman named Sayyidah
bint Mudad. After two years, Ibrahim (PBBUH) yearned anew for Allah’s House
and his son Isma"il. He called on Isma"il, but once again he was not at home, so
he asked his wife how their life was. She replied, “We are prosperous and well
off,” and gave thanks to Allah. After hearing this, Ibrahim (PBBUH) asked her
to send his greetings of peace to Isma'il and request him to “Keep firm the
threshold of his door.” When Isma‘il (PBBUH) came back and heard the
message, he said to her, “That was my father, and you are the threshold that he

ordered me to hold on to.”
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This was Allah’s Will for this grateful wife: to bear the offspring of Prophet
Isma'il (PBBUH), among whom would be the future and Final Prophet and the
best man in creation, Muhammad (PBBUH).

Isma’il (PBBUH) Becomes a Prophet

Days passed on, and Ismail received the glad tidings of prophethood. He
was entrusted to carry on his father’s legacy of calling people to the One and
Only True God. The Noble Qur’an relates it as such: “And mention in the Book
Isma'il (Ishmael). Verily! He was true to his promise, and he was a Messenger
and a Prophet. He used to enjoin on his family and people prayer and charity,
and his Lord was pleased with him.” (Maryam 19:54-55)

Isma’il’s (PBBUH) Offspring

Isma'il (PBBUH) was blessed with twelve sons from his wife Sayyidah bint
Mudad. Nabit (Nebaioth) was the firstborn of Isma‘il, and Qaydar (Kedar) was
the second born. They spread across the Arabian Peninsula, except for Qaydar,
whose offspring remained in Makkah. They multiplied into tribes, and from
them descended ‘Adnan and his son Ma"d, the ancestors of the Adnanite Arabs.
‘Adnan was the twenty-first grandfather in the honorable ancestral line of
Prophet Muhamad (PBBUH).
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The Conditions of
the Arabian Peninsula

The Religious Condition

Most Arabs followed Ibrahim's (PBBUH) monotheistic religion for many years,
from the time Ibrahim's offspring originated and spread across the Arabian
Peninsula. Then a drastic shift occurred with the emergence of the chief of the
Khuza'ah tribe, *Amr bin Luhay. On one of his travels to the Levant, ' Amr saw
the people there using idols as a means of worshiping and drawing closer to Allah
(the Exalted and Majestic). He was so pleased with their practice that he bought
an idol named Hubal and took it back with him to Makkah. It became the first
idol to be worshipped along with Almighty Allah in pre-Islamic Arabia. It was
made of red agate, and was in the form of a human being, with the right hand

broken off and replaced with a golden hand.

Shirk and idolatrous beliefs were thus introduced to Makkah and spread
unchecked throughout the Arabian Peninsula until every tribe had its own idol.
Al-Lat belonged to the Thaqif tribe at Al-Ta’if; Manat belonged to Hudhail and
Khuza'ah, and Al-"Uzza belonged to Quraysh and Banu Kinanah.

‘Amr bin Luhay did not stop at that. He started reviving the ancient idols
worshipped at the time of Prophet Nuh (Noah, PBBUH), namely, Wadd, Suwa",
Yaghuth, Ya'uq, and Nasr. He extracted them from where they were buried in
the town of Jeddah and brought them to Allah’s Sacred House — the Ka ' bah.

In this way, idol worship became rampant across the entire Arabian
Peninsula to the extent that each home possessed its own idol. The sanctuary of
the Ka'bah itself was surrounded by some three hundred and sixty idols, which
Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) smashed to pieces with a stroke of his stick on
the Day of Fath (Liberation of Makkah).
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"Amr bin Luhay Drags His Intestines in Hellfire

One little deviation is capable of triggering endless deviations from the right
path, as occurred at the hands of *Amr bin Luhay when he brought the idols to
Makkah, thinking they would bring people closer to Allah (the Most Exalted).
Instead, beliefs shifted, and people worshipped stones and statues instead of the
True God.

In this regard, Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) said: “I saw 'Amr bin 'Amir
bin Luhay Al-Khuza'i dragging his intestines in the Hellfire.” (Narrated by
Al-Bukhari.) Not only would *Amr bin Luhay carry his own burden of sin, but
he would also carry the burden of every person who followed his path until the

Day of Judgement.

The Political Condition

The Yemeni tribe of Jurhum held rulership over Makkah for about twenty-
one centuries. Then the steady decline of Jurhum allowed the Qahatani tribe of
Khuza ah to gradually take over. It was well known to everyone that taking the
reins of power in Makkah and the custodianship of the Ka'bah gave one

supremacy on the Arabian Peninsula.

After the ascendency of the new ruling tribe of Khuza'ah and its taking full
control over Makkah, the time came for the Jurhum tribe to hand over power.
Before leaving, the Jurhumites, under the command of their last ruler, * Amr bin
Mudad Al-Jurhumi, carried out a scorched-earth policy by sealing Zamzam well
and obliterating all signs of it. They buried two golden gazelles in the well along
with other treasures, in the hope that they would be returned to them someday.
Left with no other alternative, the Khuza'ah tribe was hence forced to fetch

water from outside Makkah and that caused them much hardship.

Khuza'ah’s reign in Makkah and guardianship over the Ka'bah and its

pilgrims lasted for almost three hundred years, until the appearance of Qusai bin
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Kalab, the fifth grandfather of Messenger Muhammad (PBBUH). Qusai was a
descendant of Banu *Adnan, whose bloodlines linked back to Qaydar, son of
Isma il (PBBUH). He brought the situation back to its original track in Makkah
and regained the lost positions, privileges, and sovereignty for his people and for

the Quraysh after him.
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Qusai ibn Kilab

Following a battle with the Khuzaah in which Qusai was victorious, Makkah
returned to Banu ‘Adnan, the descendants of Qaydar, son of Isma il (PBBUH).
Qusai thus became the leader of Makkah and assumed responsibility for Allah’s
Ancient House (the Sacred Ka'bah).

Achievements and Key Aspects of Qusai’s Leadership

1. Establishment of Dar Al-Nadwa (Council House): This was a meeting
place, similar to a present-day parliament, where the chiefs of the Quraysh

assembled and discussed their important issues.

2. Establishment of a brigade: This was similar to a present-day ministry of
defense. It was under the personal command of Qusai, assisted by his sons,
and had the task of assigning leaders, announcing wars, and protecting

pilgrims.

3. Establishment of the duty of Hijabab (also called Sidanab; custodianship
of the Ka'bah): The duty of cleaning, maintaining, door-keeping, and
safeguarding the keys of the Ka'bah. Qusai had the custodial duty of looking
after the Ka'bah and was the only person eligible to hold its keys. He was the
first to build a roof for the Ka ' bah.

4. Establishment of the duty of Sigayah (provision of water for the
pilgrims): Qusai and his sons were responsible for supplying pilgrims with
fresh water by placing water-filled leather containers in the courtyard of the
Ka'bah.

5. Establishment of the duty of Rifadah (provision of food for the
pilgrims): The duty of feeding the pilgrims and the visitors of the Sacred

House.
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Qusai imposed a special levy on the wealthy members of the Quraysh to help
provide for the needs of the pilgrims.

The Sons of Qusai

These roles and positions were under the authority of Qusai during his
lifetime, which, upon his death, were transferred by his will to his eldest son,
"Abd Al-Dar. All the responsibility devolved to him despite the high repute and
leadership skills with which "Abd Manaf, the third grandfather of Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH), had been credited. *Abd Manaf had four sons: Hashim
(the second grandfather of the Prophet PBBUH), Al-Muttalib, *Abd Shams, and
Nawfal.

This status quo continued until the death of both *Abd Al-Dar and *Abd
Manaf, at which time the empty positions were fought out between their
descendants. The tribe of *Abd Manaf regarded themselves as more deserving of
the leadership of Makkah. A ruinous war was about to erupt. It could have
devastated everything in its path and annihilated the Quraysh. Eventually, they
favored peace and conciliation. They agreed to divide the roles and

responsibilities between them.

By the terms of their agreement, the provision of water and food for the
pilgrims became the responsibility of the sons of * Abd Manaf. The custodianship
of the Ka'bah, the council house, and the army were the responsibility of the
sons of *Abd Al-Dar. This agreement lasted several years until Islam arrived in
Makkah.
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Hashim

Of all the sons of *Abd Manaf, Hashim was the most dignified and respected,
with the strongest leadership skills. He was a wealthy man and had the privilege
of handling the services of Sigayah and Rifadah (providing water and food for the
pilgrims who came to Makkah).

Achievements and Key Aspects of Hashim’s Leadership

1. Hospitality: Hashim was known for his exceptional hospitality and
generosity of spirit, not only to the visitors of the Sacred House during the
pilgrimage season, but generally to all the people of Makkah. He used to
provide them with a bread and meat broth known as Tharid. His real name
was " Amr, but because he initiated the hospitable act of offering pilgrims a
meal of bread crumbs soaked in meat broth, he received the appellation of
Hashim (literally, the breaker of bread) for breaking the bread into crumbs,

in ample amounts, to prepare Tharid meal and serve it to the people.

2. Commercial achievement: Hashim was the first to institute the two trading
journeys of the Quraysh, a winter trip to Yemen and a summer trip to the

Levant.

3. Political achievement: During his reign, several peace agreements were
concluded, including treaties with the Roman Empire, the Negus (the King
of Abyssinia), and the Himyarites in Yemen. This allowed the Quraysh to

trade and travel safely and securely in these territories.

4. Status of Makkah: Makkah flourished during the reign of Hisham. Through
his wisdom and far-sighted vision, Makkah was strengthened and its status
elevated to being the recognized capital city and political center of the

Arabian Peninsula.

75



Umayyah Contesting Hashim’s Rule

Hashim remained the uncontested ruler of Makkah. No one even remotely
thought of challenging his authority until his paternal nephew, Umayyah ibn
‘Abd Shams (Umayyah Al-Akbar), believed himself to be powerful enough to
contest him. Yet Umayyah failed in his attempt and was sentenced to a ten-year
exile in Syria. The effects of this incident would be long-lasting, reaching into
the life of Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). The one conceivable explanation
behind the unjustifiable enmity and rancor that the sons of Umayyah had
towards the Prophet (PBBUH) is that he was a descendent of Banu Hashim.

Hashim’s Marriage

On his return from a trading trip from the Levant, Hashim stopped in
Yathrib (now Madinah), where he married a woman by the name of Salma bint
*Amr, from the Najjar clan of the Khazraj tribe. She won his admiration, but she
continued to live in Yathrib while Hashim travelled back and forth to her. She
bore him a son whom she named Shaybah (white hair) because he had a lock of

white hair at birth.

Hashim died during one of his trips and was buried in Gaza.

Al-Muttalib

After the death of Hashim, his brother Al-Muttalib took over the affairs of
Makkah and the Ka'bah. Despite being younger than his brother *Abd Shams,
Al-Muttalib garnered more respect and merit in the eyes of the Quraysh. He was

known among them as Al-Faid' for his generosity and magnanimity.

Al-Muttalib was not blessed with any children. As he grew older, he started
to think of Shaybah, the son of his brother Hashim. He went to Yathrib and

1 Abundance of giving, grace, favor, bounty.
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asked his mother Salma if he could take him back to the Sanctuary of Makkah,
to one day fill his father’s position of leadership.

Salma allowed Shaybah to depart with his uncle, and the two headed to
Makkah with Shaybah riding behind his uncle on his camel. On entering
Makkah, people mistook him for a new slave of Al-Muttalib, and shouted,
“*Abdul-Muttalib!” (Literally, Al-Muttalib’s slave). Al-Muttalib explained to
them that the youth was his nephew Shaybah who had returned with him from
Yathrib. However, his title “* Abdul-Muttalib” remained, and his original name

was forgotten.
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"Abdul-Muttalib

Little did " Abdul-Muttalib imagine that by coming to Makkah with his uncle he
would become the grandfather of the best of Allah’s creation, and receive the

everlasting honor that this status would bestow on him.

Before his death, Al-Muttalib bequeathed the leadership of Makkah to his
paternal nephew *Abdul-Muttalib (originally Shaybah), a matter which did not
please his paternal uncle Nawfal. So, he attempted to overthrow him and seize
power in Makkah. *Abdul-Muttalib sought the support of his maternal uncles
from the clan of Najjar. They backed him with eighty horsemen who helped him
solidify his rule in Makkah. He retained his leadership position along with the

honorable responsibility of feeding and providing water for the pilgrims.

Achievements and Key Aspects of "Abdul-Muttalib

*Abdul-Muttalib’s most outstanding achievements were the re-excavation
and restoration of Zamzam well and the crucial part he played in the ‘Elephant

Incident.’

1- The Re-excavation of Zamzam well

*Abdul-Muttalib assumed his role of feeding and providing water for the
pilgrims. He also continued the legacy of his grandfather, Qusai, in levying
contributions from the wealthy people of Makkah to feed the visitors of Allah’s
House — the Ka bah.

Providing water for the pilgrims posed a significantly larger challenge for
*Abdul-Muttalib because of the scarcity of rain. To address it, he built large
cisterns in the courtyard of the Kabah to which he transported fresh water from
the wells outside Makkah. Providing the required amounts of water through this
process put hardship and pressure on *Abdul-Muttalib, especially with the yearly
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increase in the number of pilgrims. It constantly occupied his mind as a pressing

priority that demanded a solution for the next Hajj (pilgrimage) season.
Glad Tidings for "Abdul-Muttalib

With his mind engrossed in his concerns about the task before him, one day
*Abdul-Muttalib slept and heard a voice in his dream saying to him, “Dig
Taibah'.” * Abdul-Muttalib replied, “What is Taibah?” Then he awoke.

The next night, the same voice came to him and said, “Dig Barrah*”, without

explaining what it was.

On the third night, the same voice came to him and said “Dig Zamzam.”
*Abdul-Muttalib asked what Zamzam was. This time the voice replied, “It is a
well that never depletes, nor does its water lessen. It provides water for the great

multitudes of pilgrims.”

The voice told * Abdul-Muttalib the location of the well, and stated that, as a
sign, there would be a crow picking at the ground. The people of Makkah often
heard the oral traditions about their great grandfather ‘Ismai'l (PBBUH) and
the springing forth of Zamzam well, but no one knew exactly where the well was

situated.

In the morning, * Abdul-Muttalib woke up and went with Al-Harith, his only
son at the time, to the described location of the well. As depicted, they saw a
crow picking at the ground, signifying that this was indeed the place.
Incidentally, the crow was present between Isaf and Na’ilah, two idols

worshipped at the time.

The digging started and continued until their axes hit the rocks under which

the well was concealed.

1 Derives from the word Tayyib, which means something good, pleasant, pure.
2 Derives from the word Birr, which means virtue and benevolence.
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The Quraysh Objecting

Driven by envy of the honor that this well would confer on * Abdul-Muttalib,
the chiefs and dignitaries of Makkah did not want the digging to continue, so
they placed several obstacles and pretexts to thwart the attempt, such as claiming
that the digging work would harm their two most important idols, Isaf and
Na’ilah.

Envy that hampers beneficial initiatives is a persistent phenomenon. Once a
person undertakes a welfare project, no matter how big or small, to improve
some aspect of human life, it is opposed by people with secret motives who work
with all their energy to stop this good work, out of spite and jealousy. Their
reasons may outwardly appear plausible, but inwardly are bitter and malicious.
May Allah (the Compassionate and Merciful) cure our hearts and minds of this

disease.

A Miracle Supporting "Abdul-Muttalib

When the conflict intensified between the Quraysh and ‘Abdul-Muttalib,
they agreed to solicit an independent judgement from a female soothsayer living
in Al-Sham (Greater Syria or the Levant). They set off on their long journey, but
soon ran out of water and faced almost certain death. They stayed where they
were to deliberate a solution, until they decided to proceed with their journey in

the hope of finding water on the way.

Each of them rode his mount and moved on. As * Abdul-Muttalib was getting
on his camel, water started gushing out from under his camel’s hoofs. His
companions quickly gathered around him, exalting Allah and drinking water to

their hearts’ content.

They said to *Abdul-Muttalib, “By Allah, the matter has been decided in your
favor against us. We shall never dispute with you over Zamzam. The One (Allah)

Who has provided you with water in that desert is the same One Who has
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provided you with Zamzam. So, return rightly guided to your spring of water.”
They went back to Makkah without consulting the soothsayer and allowed
* Abdul-Muttalib to continue digging Zamzam.

As " Abdul-Muttalib dug deeper into the well, he found the treasure that had
been buried by the Jurhum tribe when they departed Makkah, and Khuza'ah
took power in their place. The treasure consisted of the two golden gazelle

statues, some swords, and armor.

The Quraysh became excited at the sight of the treasure and quarreled over
how it should be distributed. They decided to cast lots. The two golden gazelles
fell to the share of the Ka'bah and *Abdul-Muttalib got the swords and armor.
Nothing fell to the share of the Quraysh.

‘Abdul-Muttalib had the swords and armor forged into a door for the
Ka'bah, and overlaid the door with the gold melted from the two gazelle statues.
This was the first golden ornament of the Ka'bah. *Abdul-Muttalib also made a
great water cistern around Zamzam to supply water for the pilgrims and all the
people of Makkah.

The Vow of "Abdul-Muttalib

The events that occurred in Makkah had a lasting effect on *Abdul-Muttalib
and made him feel keenly his lack of sons. If he had had sufficient children, they
would have protected him. He would have been able to dig the well unhindered
and without facing objections. So, he made a vow to Allah that, if He bestowed
on him ten sons who grew up to be a strength and support to him, he would

sacrifice one of them as an offering to Allah.

Years passed, and one son after another was born to *Abdul-Muttalib, until
Allah had blessed him with ten sons. *Abdul-Muttalib then gathered his sons,
told them about his vow, and asked them to help him fulfil it. They decided to

choose which son should be sacrificed by casting lots with arrows. Each arrow
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was inscribed with the name of one of the ten sons. The arrows were cast, and

the arrow of *Abdullah, his youngest and most beloved son, came out.

The Ransoming of "Abdullah

The Quraysh met the news of ‘Abdul-Muttalib’s intention to sacrifice
*Abdullah with strong opposition, especially since *Abdullah was a handsome,
peaceful youth, beloved by the people. Some Qurayshi men even offered one of
their own sons to be sacrificed instead of ‘Abdullah, but ‘Abdul-Muttalib
refused. They then advised ‘' Abdul-Muttalib to seek a way out of this impasse by
consulting a renowned divineress in Hejaz (a region in the west of present-day
Saudi Arabia).

They went to her and explained the situation. She asked them, “How much
is the blood money prescribed by your people?” They replied, “Ten camels.” She
said, “Return to your country and bring your companion (*Abdullah) and ten
camels and cast the arrows. If the arrows fall on your companion, add more
camels until your Lord is satisfied. If the arrows fall on the camels, sacrifice them
in his place, because it is then that your Lord will be satisfied with the camels

instead of him.”

They returned to Makkah and did as she advised. They drew the arrows,
which fell on *Abdullah. They rose the number of camels to twenty. Once again,
the lot fell on *Abdullah. They repeated this several times, each time adding ten
camels and drawing the arrows, and each time they fell on *Abdullah. When the
camels numbered one hundred, the arrows were drawn and the lot fell on the

camels.

They slaughtered the hundred camels, and *Abdullah’s life was saved by the
sacrifice, as his great grandfather Isma'il (Ishmael PBBUH) was saved by the
sacrifice of a great ram. For this reason, Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) said, “I
am the son of the two men who were offered in sacrifice,” meaning his great
ancestor Isma ‘il (PBBUH) and his own father * Abdullah.
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"Abdullah’s Marriage

*Abdul-Muttalib and the whole of the Quraysh rejoiced in the deliverance of
their clansman ‘Abdullah. Soon after this incident, *Abdullah married Aminah
bint Wahb ibn ‘Abd Manaf ibn Zuhrah. She was a woman born of the best
bloodlines and highest social status in the Quraysh. Her father was the chief of
Banu Zuhrah.

As was the custom of the Arabs at that time, after the marriage ceremony
‘Abdullah stayed with Aminah in her family’s house for three days. He then
moved to the dwelling of *Abdul-Muttalib’s family. He stayed there no longer
than a month before he set out on a trade journey to Al-Sham (Greater Syria or
the Levant) and left Aminah pregnant with his son, who would become the best
human being to ever walk this earth, Al-Mustafa (the Beloved Chosen One of
Allah).

“"Abdullah’s Illness and Death

On his way back from his trip, *Abdullah fell extremely ill and decided to
stop over at the dwelling place of his maternal uncles in Yathrib, Banu *Adi ibn
Al-Najjar. He stayed with them for a month, while his travel companions
proceeded back to Makkah. Upon their arrival, they informed *Abdul-Muttalib
of *Abdullah’s illness. *Abdul-Muttalib immediately dispatched his eldest son,
Al-Harith, to his aid, but he found that *Abdullah had already died and been

buried, aged twenty-five.

Al-Harith returned to Makkah with the painful news, which spread like
wildfire, and brought deep grief to his father, * Abdul-Muttalib, and his brothers.
Upon hearing of her husband’s death, Aminah burst into tears, weeping for

herself and her baby, who became fatherless before he was even born.

Aminah had not the slightest notion that the fetus moving inside her womb
would be a mercy bestowed upon the world and the Last of Allah’s Prophets and
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Messengers. Thus, Allah (the Most Exalted) decreed that our honorable
Messenger Muhammad (PBBUH) should be born fatherless.

This was the story of the digging of Zamzam well, the subsequent vow, and
the commitment of * Abdul-Muttalib to fulfilling it. The second most prominent

incident in his history was the Elephant Incident.

The Elephant Incident

Abraha was the Ethiopian governor of Yemen during the time Yemen was
ruled by the Ethiopian kingdom, following the expulsion of the Persian
governor. Abraha constructed a colossal cathedral in Yemen (called Al-Qullays)
with the intention of diverting the pilgrimage of the Arabs from the Kabah in
Makkah to his own temple in Sanaa. Only the Ka'bah has been blessed and
honored by Allah as His Sacred House of worship. It occupies an irreplaceable
position in people’s hearts and souls in fulfilment of Prophet Ibrahim’s
supplication. And so Abraha’s plan to attract the Arab pilgrims away from

Makkah to his church was a complete failure.

Attempting to Destroy the Ka'bah

Abraha decided to destroy the rival to his church (the Ka*bah) so that people
would have no other alternative than to pay pilgrimage to his newly built
cathedral. He marched against Makkah with an army of sixty thousand men, all
ready for combat, spearheaded by a mighty elephant, and many other war-trained
elephants. Abraha and his huge forces continued the advance, attacking and
destroying everything on their way to the Ka'bah and meeting very little
resistance from the people. Terror, horror, and flight were the sole reactions he

encountered.
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When Abraha reached T2’if', he planned to destroy the temple of Al-Lat
goddess, mistaking it for the Ka ' bah. The temple of Al-Lat in the city of Ta’if was
as sacred to the people of Ta’if as the Ka'bah was to the rest of the Arabs.
Therefore, to protect their own temple of Al-Lat from destruction, they sent a
man called Abu Raghal to lead Abraha to Makkah and the Ka'bah, which
maintained its unique eminent position in the hearts of the Arabs and joined

them together, even if they worshipped different deities.

Near the outskirts of Makkah, Abraha and his army seized the herds of cattle
belonging to the people of Makkah, including the camels owned by ‘Abdul-
Muttalib, the chief leader of the Quraysh at that time. The Quraysh and
neighboring tribes banded together to defend the Sanctuary, but their efforts
were hampered by the massive imbalance of forces. They realized they lacked the

power to resist Abraha and his army.

“The House Has a Lord Who Protects It”

Abraha arrived at Makkah and dispatched his envoy to the chief of Makkah,
bearing the message: “I have not come to fight, but only to destroy this House
(i.e., the Ka"bah).” Abraha also requested through his envoy a meeting with the
chief of Makkah, provided he had no intention of fighting back.

*Abdul-Muttalib, on receiving the message, replied to the envoy with these
words: “By Allah, we do not want to fight him, nor do we have the ability to do
so. This is Allah’s Sacred House, and the House of His Khalil (beloved, close
elect), Ibrahim. If He defends it, it is His House and His Sanctuary. And if He

lets him approach it, by Allah, we have no means to defend it from him.”

‘Abdul-Muttalib then went with the envoy to meet Abraha. *Abdul-
Muttalib was a most impressive, handsome, and dignified man. When Abraha

saw him, he held him in such high regard that he descended from his throne, sat

1 A Saudi city in the Makkah province of Saudi Arabia.
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down on a carpet on the ground, and asked *Abdul-Muttalib to sit beside him.
Then the following historical conversation took place between them through an

interpreter:
Abraha said, “What do you want?”

" Abdul-Muttalib said, “I want you to return my two hundred camels which you

have taken from me.”

Abraha, extremely surprised, said, “You pleased me when I first saw you, but now
that you have spoken to me, I have ceased to admire you. You speak to me only
of your two hundred camels which I have taken, and say nothing about a House
that is (the foundation of) your religion and the religion of your forefathers,

which I have come to destroy?”

* Abdul-Muttalib, in full confidence, replied, “I am the owner of the camels; the
House (Ka'bah) has its Owner Who will defend it.”

Abraha said, “He cannot defend it from me.”
*Abdul-Muttalib said, “This is a matter between you and Him!”

The conversation ended thus, and Abraha gave the plundered camels back to
‘Abdul-Muttalib. *Abdul-Muttalib then returned to Makkah and informed the
Quraysh of what had happened. He advised them to vacate Makkah and take

shelter in caves in the mountains.

Makkah quickly became empty and only ‘Abdul-Muttalib remained. He
stood alone in front of the Ka'bah’s doors, his hands holding tightly onto their
handles, and he began supplicating fervently that Allah might keep His House,
the Ka'bah, in the stronghold of His Protection. His entreaties were addressed
solely to Allah Who responds to the distressed when they cry to Him and relieves

their affliction.

86



The Confrontation Between Allah’s Army and Abraha’s Army

As morning approached, Abraha prepared to enter Makkah, and the battle
started between Abraha’s large army and Allah’s Own Soldiers. Abraha gave
orders to the elephants to advance and destroy the Ka"bah. Allah, their Creator,
ordered them to freeze where they were, and they obeyed their Creator. They
stood completely still.

The elephants were repeatedly whipped, and still they refused to move. They
became more and more immobile and transfixed to the ground. Abraha was
shocked. What increased his astonishment was that when they turned in any
direction other than that of the Ka'bah (Yemen, Syria, or eastward), the

elephants started off at a runaway pace.

Then Allah the Almighty commanded His Air Force, birds in large flocks, to
attack the arrogant Abraha and his unconquerable army. Swarms of flying birds
filled the air, each carrying three stones, one in its beak and one in each of its
claws. Each stone, though as small as a chickpea or a lentil, was as destructive as
an atomic bomb. The flocks came upon them in successive groups from various
directions and cast down upon them the stones in their beaks and claws. It was
as if a window had been opened in hell, and the birds were pelting stones of hard
clay at the army. Every stone that was pelted unmistakably hit and burned one
of Abraha’s soldiers. In vain did Abraha and his army attempt to retreat. The
burns were so severe that as they ran away, their flesh was dropping off their

bodies. Abraha died, and his army was defeated.

Allah (Exalted be He) recounts this incident in His Glorious Book when He
says: “Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the Owners of the Elephant?
Did He not make their plot go astray? And sent against them birds, in flocks.
Striking them with stones of baked clay, leaving them like chewed up straw.”
(Al-Fil 105:1-5)
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Victory against Abraha and his army through divine intervention elevated
the status of Allah’s Sacred House and increased the reverence with which it was
regarded. From that date on, the Arabs marked the Year of the Elephant as the

start of their calendar.

This divine miracle laid the groundwork, preparing the earth for the most
significant event in its entire history: the birth of the best of Allah’s creation, the
Beloved Chosen Prophet, Muhammad (PBBUH). He was born fifty days after the

occurrence of the Elephant Incident.
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Birth

The days passed and the pregnancy of Aminah with the Prophet (PBBUH) went
by easily, without discomfort or difficulties. Describing her pregnancy with the
Prophet (PBBUH), it was narrated that Aminah bint Wahb said, “It caused me
no hardship.” Up until the time of delivery, she did not experience any of the

labor pains or symptoms that pregnant women usually have.

The Prophet (PBBUH) was born on Monday the 12th of Rabi* Al-Awwal in
the Year of the Elephant (570 CE), according to the majority opinion of scholars

and historians. However, a few alternative opinions exist with regard to his exact

date of birth.

His birth was the most glorious incident in the history of humanity, and
since it carries such exceptional importance, there were some powerful signs and

blessings given before his birth:

e In a vision, his mother saw a light emerging from her that illuminated
the palaces of the Levant. When she had delivered him, she said, “A light
came out of me that illuminated all that was between the east and the

west.”

e It was narrated that concurrent with the Prophet’s birth (PBBUH),
fourteen balconies of the palace of the Persian King, Kisra (Khosrow),
collapsed. The fire worshipped by the Magians, which had burned
continually for a thousand years, extinguished itself. The water of Sawah

lake, which people treated as holy, sank into the earth.

e The midwife who assisted at his delivery, Al-Shifa’ bint *Auf (Umm
' Abdul-Rahman), recounted that when the newborn Prophet (PBBUH)
was delivered into her hands, she heard a voice saying, “May Allah have

mercy on you.”
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e Regarding this event, Hassan ibn Thabit (RA) also related, “I was a little
boy of seven, able to comprehend well what I saw and heard, when one
day I heard a Jewish man from Yathrib screaming, “O Jewish people!”
And after they had assembled, he said, ‘Tonight, the star of Ahmad
(another name for the Prophet, PBBUH), which proclaims his birth, has

risen.””

Abdul-Muttalib’s Joy Upon Hearing About the Newborn

*Abdul-Muttalib rejoiced in the news of his grandson’s (PBBUH) birth. He
went to Aminah, who told him about the light she had seen during the birth. At
hearing this, he exclaimed, “This son of mine will be of great importance,” and
he named him Muhammad [from the root H-M-D, meaning ‘praise’]. It was an
unfamiliar name to the Arabs at the time. When ‘Abdul-Muttalib was asked
about the reason behind naming him so, he said, “To be praised by Allah in the

heavens and by people on the earth.”
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Childhood

The Wet Nurses and Carers of the Prophet (PBBUH)

Thuwaybah had the honor of breastfeeding the Prophet (PBBUH) after his
mother, Aminah. Thuwaybah was a female slave owned by Abu Lahab ibn
*Abdul-Muttalib (the Prophet’s uncle). She used to breastfeed the Prophet
(PBBUH) along with her own son, Masruh. Barakah, better known as Umm-
Ayman, had the privilege of looking after the Prophet (PBBUH) when he was

living in his mother’s house.
Halimah Al-Sa'diyah

Halimah bint Abu Dhu’ayb from Banu Sa'd was the most well-known wet
nurse of Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). Her more familiar name was Halimah
Al-Sa'diyah. It was part of the culture of the noble Arabs of Makkah to send their
children to the desert on the outskirts of the city, away from common city

diseases and ailments, to raise them healthy in mind and body.

Halimah Al-Sadiyah came from the outskirts to Makkah together with ten
other ladies from Banu Sa'd. They were seeking to work as wet nurses for the
children of the noble Makkan families.

It was a year of drought and famine, and Halimah rode to Makkah on a very
old camel, accompanied by a skinny old ewe. She brought her little boy with her,
who was unable to get from his mother even a few drops of milk for

nourishment.

Because of the condition of her mount, Halimah arrived later than all the
other ladies from Banu Sa'd. She later learned from them that * Abdul-Muttalib’s
grandson was offered to all of them, but as soon as they heard that he was

fatherless, they refused to take him and took another suckling instead.
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When Halimah reached Makkah, the only baby left was the fatherless
grandson of ‘Abdul-Muttalib. They assembled to depart for the desert, and
Halimah was about to leave him as her female companions had done. Yet she
told her husband, Al-Harith ibn *Abdul *Uzza, “By Allah, I would hate to return
with my friends without having a baby to suckle. I shall go to this fatherless child

and take him.”

The moment Halimah’s eyes fell on the infant, her heart filled with love and
affection for him. Little did Halimah know that this fatherless infant was
destined to be the mercy that Allah (the Most Merciful) has sent to all humanity.

Mercy Descending upon Halimah

As soon as Halimah lifted him into her arms, her breast filled with abundant
milk. The Prophet (PBBUH) drank until he was satisfied. When she offered him
her other breast, he refused, as if he wished to save it for his foster brother

(Halimah’s son), who also drank his fill.

Their journey back to Banu Sa'd, on the outskirts of Makkah, began. As they
set out, they suddenly realized that their old ewe was full of milk. Halimah’s
husband, Al-Harith, milked the ewe, and they both drank from it until they were
satisfied.

The blessings did not stop there; the old camel began accelerating until it
outran all the other camels that had set out before it, much to the amazement of
Halimah’s fellow travelers, who asked her if this was the same camel on which
she had ridden to Makkah. She replied, “Yes, it is the same one.” They exclaimed,
“By Allah, there is something the matter with it.”

By the time they reached the land of Banu Sa'd, rain had descended on its

barren soil, making it green and fertile.
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Halimah, herself recounting the blessings that Prophet Muhammad
(PBBUH) brought to her and her household, said, “My sheep would go grazing
and return in the evening fully fed and give us as much milk as we wished,
although no one else around us was getting a single drop of milk. Their sheep
used to return hungry, which made them say to their shepherds, “Woe to you!
See where the sheep of the daughter of Abu Dhu’ayb are grazing and let your
sheep graze with them.” So they would graze their sheep in the same pasture area
where my sheep grazed, but still their sheep would return hungry and my sheep

would return full.”

Indeed, her people did not realize that living among them was the mercy that
Allah (Glorified be He) had bestowed on existence.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Two - Weaned and Brought
Back to His Mother

Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) continued to stay with Banu Sa‘d, growing
at a rate that exceeded that of his peers. He gained exceptional strength by the
time he (PBBUH) attained the weaning age of two years. It was time for him to
return to his mother in Makkah, but how could Halimah let go of such a source

of blessings and goodness for herself and her family?

Although Halimah was eager as could be for the Prophet (PBBUH) to remain
with them, she brought him back to his mother, Aminah. Then she spoke to her,
and made her request, “If only you could leave my son with me until he grows
strong, for I fear lest he be affected by the plague of Makkah.” Aminah agreed to
her request and sent the Prophet (PBBUH) back to Banu Sa*d with Halimah.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Four - the Splitting of the
Chest Incident

The Prophet (PBBUH) returned to Banu Sa‘d, and Halimah continued to
look after and nurture him along with her son, *Abdullah and her daughter, Al-

Shaima’, who became the Prophet’s (PBBUH) two foster siblings.
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When the Prophet (PBBUH) attained four years of age, an incident of the
most bewildering nature occurred to him. One day Halimah was alarmed by her
son ‘Abdullah hurrying towards her frightened and shocked. “Mother! Mother!
My brother Muhammad Al-Qurasyhi (from the Quraysh tribe) has been killed!
Two men dressed in white garments took him away, laid him down, and split

open his abdomen.”

Halimah hurried with her husband towards the Prophet (PBBUH), and there
they found him standing, his face pale. They asked him, “What is the matter,
son?” He (PBBUH) replied, “Two men dressed in white garments came to me,
laid me down, split open my stomach, took out something from it, cast it

away, and then restored it (my stomach) as it was.”

According to the narration by Muslim on the authority of Anas bin Malik
(RA), Angel Jibril (Gabriel, PBUH) came to him while he was playing with other
boys. He took hold of him, laid him down, cut open his chest, and took out his
heart. He extracted from it a blood clot, and said, “This was Satan’s share of you.”
He then washed it in a gold vessel filled with Zamzam water, joined it back
together, and restored it to its place. The boys went running to his mother —
meaning his wet nurse — and said, “Muhammad has been killed!” They hurried
to him and found him pale-faced. Anas said, “I saw the mark of that stitching on
his chest.” (Sahih Muslim)

Back to His Mother’s Loving Arms

This incident aroused concern in Halimah and her husband Al-Harith. After
returning home with the Prophet (PBBUH), Al-Harith said, “O Halimabh, I fear
something might have befallen my son. Let us take him back to his mother

before what we fear becomes apparent in him.”

They took him back to his mother Aminah, who, on seeing them, exclaimed,
“Why have you brought him back after being so eager to keep him?” They told
her what had happened. Aminah said, “Did you fear for him from Satan? No, by
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Allah! Satan will never find a way to him. By Allah, there is something great
about this son of mine.” The Prophet (PBBUH) remained with his mother, who

surrounded him with her love until he reached the age of six.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Six - the Death of His
Mother Aminah

Out of loyalty to the memory of her departed husband, Aminah decided to
visit his grave in Yathrib (Madinah). She set out to Yathrib with the Prophet
(PBBUH) and his caretaker Umm Ayman. *Abdul-Muttalib sent with them
additional Mahram men (male relatives to whom marriage is forbidden) to
ensure their safe arrival. The Prophet (PBBUH) spent a month with his maternal
uncles, during which he accompanied his mother to the grave of his father,
whom he never met. On their way back, in an area known as Al-Abwa’ between
Makkah and Madinah, Aminah fell severely ill and died.

To lose one’s mother is a calamitous loss. Full agony is experienced with the
death of one’s compassionate mother. Thus, the Prophet (PBBUH) became an

orphan.

When Aminah passed from this life, the beloved Prophet (PBBUH) was left
with Umm Ayman, his mother’s devoted servant. He (PBBUH) returned to his
homeland with teary eyes and a weeping heart, growing prematurely into an

adult through the early sorrows he had so far endured.

Under the Guardianship of His Grandfather, "Abdul-Muttalib

The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) came back to Makkah, his little body
burdened with the worries of an orphan, and this made him even dearer to his
grandfather, ' Abdul-Muttalib. It engendered in him a deeper compassion and a

preference for him over his own sons.
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It was narrated that a carpet used to be specially laid out for *Abdul-Muttalib
in the shade of the Kabah. His sons would sit around the edges of the carpet; as
a sign of respect for their father, none of them would sit on it until he came out
to them. The Prophet (PBBUH) would go and sit on the carpet when he was a
little boy. His uncles would try to prevent him, but *Abdul-Muttalib would tell
them, “Leave this son of mine.” Then he would make Muhammad (PBBUH) sit

next to him on the carpet and gently pat him on the back.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Eight - the Death of "Abdul-
Muttalib

The care and kind treatment of * Abdul-Muttalib helped lighten the grief and
ease the burdens of Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH), but that did not last for long.
Just two years after his mother’s death, another great cornerstone of support for
the Prophet (PBBUH) vanished. ‘Abdul-Muttalib died when the Prophet
(PBBUH) was eight years old.

The little orphan boy walked behind the coffin of his grandfather — sad,

silent, composed, and filled with patient tears.

What was the Divine wisdom behind taking away from the Prophet
(PBBUH) so early in life the affection of a father, the tenderness of a mother, and
the care of a grandfather? Addressing Prophet Musa (Moses, PBBUH), Allah
(Glorified be He) says: “And I have chosen you for Myself (i.e., My service).”
(Taha 20:41) Despite this, Allah (the Most Merciful) did not deprive Musa
(PBBUH) of the love and care of a mother, or of living with parents among a
family. Perhaps Allah wanted to directly fill that absence with His abundant love,
care, and nurturing. Allah tells Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) in one place in
the Qur’an: “Did He (Allah) not find you (O Muhammad) an orphan and give
you a refuge?” (Al-Duha 93:6) Allah (Exalted be He) also assures him in another
place of His continuous care and protection, saying: “So be patient with your

Lord’s Decree, for verily, you are under Our Eyes.” (Al-Tur 52:48)

96



In anticipation of this pivotal incident in his grandson’s life, *Abdul-
Muttalib had entrusted the guardianship of his grandson Muhammad (PBBUH)
after his death to Abu Talib, the full brother of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) father,
*Abdullah. So the Prophet (PBBUH) moved from his grandfather’s house to that

of his paternal uncle with a grief-laden heart.

Under the Care of His Paternal Uncle, Abu Talib

Abu Talib was neither the eldest nor the wealthiest of his brothers, but he
was the most generous and most respected among the Quraysh. For this reason,
Abdul-Muttalib entrusted him with the care of the Prophet (PBBUH). Abu
Talib fulfilled his duty and lived up to his father’s expectations. He loved the
Prophet (PBBUH) and treated him as if he were one of his own children.
Gradually, Abu Talib grew more and more attached to the Prophet (PBBUH),
finding him to be peerless in his virtuousness, good judgement, beneficence, and

compassion.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Twelve - His First Trip to
Al-Sham

At the age of twelve, the Prophet (PBBUH) accompanied his uncle Abu Talib
on a trading trip to Al-Sham region (Greater Syria or the Levant). This trip took
place during the hot desert summer under clear blue skies, with no clouds to be
seen across the horizon, except for one single cloud that spread itself out like a

canopy over Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) throughout the journey.
Bahirah the Monk

As the travelling caravan reached Busra (a town in southern Syria), a Monk
there named Bahirah noticed this extraordinary traveler who, of the whole
caravan, was the only one to have a cloud above him, moving whenever he
(PBBUH) moved, to keep him shaded throughout the journey. It dispersed only

when he sheltered himself under the shade of a tree.
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The learned Monk knew, based on Christian scriptures, that among these
travelers was the Awaited Messenger. And so Monk Bahirah did something
unprecedented; he invited the Qurayshi trading caravan into his hermitage. They
accepted his invitation, and Bahirah began to converse privately with Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH).

Bahirah said, “O young man, in the Name of Al-Lat and Al-*Uzza (two idols
of the pagan Arabs), tell me what I shall ask you.” By using this oath, he wanted
to test the Prophet’s (PBBUH) position on idol worship.

The Prophet (PBBUH) replied, “Do not ask me anything in the Name of
Al-Lat and Al-'Uzza. I abhor nothing as much as them.”

Bahirah said, “By what, then, should I adjure you?”

The Prophet (PBBUH) replied, “By Allah (Glorified and Exalted be He)

alone.”

Bahirah started asking Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) about his family, his
status among his people, the dreams he was having in his sleep, and his stances
and opinions until he became certain that the youth who sat in front of him was

indeed the Awaited Prophet.

The monk’s certainty was complete when he saw the seal of prophethood
between the Prophet’s shoulders, in the exact spot where it was described as
being located (in the manuscript he had). He then rose and went to Abu Talib

and asked him, “How is this boy related to you?”
Abu Talib replied, “He is my son.”
Bahirah said, “His father cannot be alive.”

Abu Talib said, “He is my paternal nephew. His father died when his mother

was pregnant with him.”
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Bahirah said, “Go back with your nephew (to Makkah), for indeed he shall
be a man of great importance.” He advised him to cut short his trip in the Levant
because he feared for his safety from the Jews. Acting on his advice, Abu Talib
sent the Prophet (PBBUH) back to Makkah with some of his servants.
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Youth and
Early Manhood

His Youth Until the Age of Twenty

Allah (Glory be to Him) raised the Prophet (PBBUH) under His Special Care
and refined his character to the maximum perfection possible for a human being.
In his person and in his dealings, he (PBBUH) was esteemed as the best among
his people; the most well-mannered, magnanimous, and generous. Throughout
his community and all of Makkah, he was known as Al-Sadigq Al-Amin (the
Truthful, Trustworthy one) because of his singular honesty, truthfulness, and

trustworthiness.

The Prophet (PBBUH) never joined his peers in the common amusements
and diversions of youth. Instead, he was often silent, spoke little, and was given
to meditation and contemplation at an early age. He (PBBUH) never accepted
the idolatry that his people practiced. He (PBBUH) never touched or bowed to
an idol while circumambulating the Ka'bah. He (PBBUH) never attended any
of his people’s religious ceremonies or festivities, nor did he participate in any of
their pagan rituals. He (PBBUH) only performed the standing ritual on Mount
Arafat during the pre-Islamic pilgrimage.

Like most of his predecessors along the path of prophethood, Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH) spent his days working as a shepherd, a profession that
trained him to be contemplative and reflective. He used to look after both his
family’s sheep and those owned by other people from Makkah. Recalling these
days with joy, Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) said, “Every prophet that Allah
sent tended sheep (at one time or another during his life).” (Sahih Al-Bukhari)
He (PBBUH) also said, “Musa (Moses PBBUH) was commissioned with
prophethood while he was a shepherd, and Dawud (David PBBUH) was

commissioned with prophethood while he was a shepherd. I, too, became a
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Prophet during the time I was tending my family’s sheep at Ajyad (a district
in Makkah).” (Al-Adab Al-Mufrad)

He (PBBUH) lifted himself above all worldly pleasures and attachments.
From a tender age, fate directed him towards the great day when Allah (Exalted
be He) would assign him to convey His Message of guidance and truth to all

humankind.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at Twenty - the Fijar War (the
Sacrilegious War)

This war was so named because it was fought in violation of the sanctity of
the Sacred Months. Since pre-Islamic times, hostilities and bloodshed were
considered forbidden during the Sacred Months (Dhul Qa*dah — Dhul Hijjah —
Muharram - Rajab). But a battle broke out between the Quraysh and the
Kinanah on one side against Banu Qais "Aylan on the other. The two parties
remained in a state of continuous war with no decisive victor until they both
agreed to cease fighting and reconcile. In the terms of their agreement, the dead
on both sides were to be counted and the side that sustained the most casualties

should be compensated with blood money. The pact was fulfilled, and the war
ended.

The Prophet (PBBUH) was aged twenty when this war erupted. He used to
prepare the arrows for his paternal uncles, and cover and protect them from the

arrows of their enemies.
The Fudul Alliance

The Fijar war undermined the ability of the Quraysh, leaving its members
feeling divided and vulnerable to external interference from other Arab tribes.
To address this problem, they held a meeting in the house of *Abdullah ibn
Jada'an, one of the elderly men of the Quraysh, in which all the participants
pledged to act as one hand in support of the oppressed against the oppressor until
the wrongs were redressed and the rights restored.
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According to biographical narratives, the main trigger for the Fudul Alliance
was an injustice done to a Yemeni trader who came from the Zabid region to
Makkah with some merchandise. A notable clansman known as Al-" As ibn Wa’il
bought his merchandise and then refused to pay for it. The trader did not give
up and decided to protest to the leaders of Makkah.

The aggrieved trader sought the help of the clans of Banu *Abd Ad-Dar, Banu
Makhzum, and Banu *Adi, but they all refused to support him. He then sought
the help of the Quraysh. Following this incident, the clans of Banu Hashim, Banu
Zuhrah, and Banu Taym ibn Murrah convened in the house of *Abdullah bin
Jada'an and pledged to stand united in the face of oppression until rights were
restored and justice delivered to any wronged person (no matter to what tribe he

belonged).

Then they went to Al-" As ibn Wa’il and seized back from him the unlawfully
appropriated merchandise and returned it to its rightful owner. Afterwards, the
people of Makkah referred to that incident by saying, “These people intervened
in an issue of Fadl (favor, virtuousness, graciousness).” It was thus named the
Fudul Alliance.

The Prophet (PBBUH) personally witnessed the formation of this alliance. It
was narrated that he praised it by saying, “I witnessed a pact in the house of
*Abdullah ibn Jada'an which I would not like to exchange (my part in it)

for red camels’. If I were called to it now in Islam, I would respond.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) Around the Age of Twenty-Five - His
Marriage to Lady Khadijah bint Khuwaylid

Her name was Khadijah bint (daughter of) Khuwaylid ibn Assad ibn *Abdul
*Uzza (the brother of " Abd Manaf) ibn Qusay, and so her lineage met that of the
Prophet (PBBUH) at his fifth grandfather, Qusai ibn Kilab.

1 Red camels in Arabia were proverbial for the most treasured wealth.
2 Al-Sunan Al-Kubra by Imam Al-Bayhagi.
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The paternal cousin of Lady Khadijah, named Waraqah ibn Nawfal, was one
of four companions from the Quraysh who rejected idol worship and was
dissatisfied with the practice of placing idols around the Ka'bah. Besides
Waraqah, the other three men were: Zaid ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufail (the paternal
uncle of ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab), *Uthman ibn Huwarith, and ‘Ubaidullah ibn
Jahsh. They firmly believed that people had deviated from the religion of their
father, Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham, PBBUH), and they set out in search of the
true religion of Ibrahim. After a long quest, Waraqah embraced Christianity.

Quite evidently, Lady Khadijah bint Khuwaylid was of the noblest birth and
highest status among the women of the Quraysh. She was raised in a home that
emphasized virtuous manners, righteousness, and piety, and kept itself away

from the wrong practices of the Qurayshi community.

Lady Khadijah had been married and widowed twice to men from the clan
of Banu Makhzum. She was one of the wealthiest people in Makkah, well known
among them for her good reputation and sublime manners that she was called
‘the Pure One.” Many chiefs of the Quraysh proposed marriage to her, but she
constantly declined their marriage proposals, preferring to dedicate her time to
looking after her children and developing her business. She was careful to choose

only men credited with honesty and trustworthiness to go out and trade on her

behalf.

As the time neared for the annual trading caravan of the Quraysh to Al-Sham,
Lady Khadijah began thinking about whom she would choose to represent her
business on this trip. She had heard about the Prophet (PBBUH) and his
praiseworthy qualities of honesty and righteousness, and so she sent him a
message asking him to go out on her behalf and represent her business. She

offered him double the remuneration she usually paid.

The Prophet (PBBUH) had a habit of never making a decision without

consulting his uncle Abu Talib, who, on learning about the proposal, was
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extremely supportive, and said to him, “This is a bounty that Allah (Glorified
and Exalted be He) has provided for you.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) Trading on Behalf of Lady Khadijah

The Prophet (PBBUH) was twenty-five when he went out as a merchant for
Lady Khadijah on a trade trip with her young servant Maisarah, who was

instructed to neither disobey nor disagree with the Prophet (PBBUH).

The caravan departed for the Levant, taking the same route that the Prophet
(PBBUH) had taken several years earlier when he was aged twelve. This revived

his memories of his first trip with his uncle Abu Talib.

With his usual exemplary integrity and good character, the Prophet
(PBBUH) traded successfully, achieving unprecedented profits for Lady
Khadijah. This earned him the respect and love of all those who travelled with

him on this trip, especially Maisarah.

On returning to Makkah, Maisarah, impressed by the outstanding
personality and qualities of Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH), reported to Lady
Khadijah all he had witnessed, of the cloud that shaded him alone out of all the
travelers throughout the journey, moving with him wherever he moved, and of

how exceptionally well-mannered and courteous he (PBBUH) was.

All this increased Lady Khadijah’s recognition of how far Muhammad
(PBBUH) surpassed other Makkan men in virtue. It put him higher in her
estimation. She was now forty years old, and although she consistently received
and turned down one marriage proposal after another from the most prominent
men of the Quraysh, she began to seriously consider marrying this youth
(PBBUH).
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Marriage to Lady Khadijah

One biographical account stated that Lady Khadijah talked to her sister
Halah about this issue. However, according to the best-known account (by Al-
Tabaqat Al-Kubra book), she opened up the topic with her close friend Nafisah
bint Muniyah. So Nafisah indirectly approached the Prophet (PBBUH) on Lady
Khadijah’s behalf. She asked him, “O Muhammad, what is preventing you from
getting married?” The Prophet (PBBUH) replied, “I do not possess the means
to marry.” She replied, “If you were spared that, and you were offered beauty,
wealth, honor, and equal status, would you accept?”” The Prophet (PBBUH)
replied, “Who is she?” She replied, “Khadijah.” The Prophet (PBBUH) said,
“How could this be possible for me?” Nafisah said, “Leave it to me.” He
(PBBUH) replied, “I will do this.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) reacted favorably to the proposal, and Nafisah
returned to Khadijah with the good news of his willingness to marry her.
Khadijah then asked to see the Prophet (PBBUH), and she said to him, “O my
cousin, I wish to marry you because of your kinship (with me), your honorable
position among your people, your honesty, your good manners, and your
truthfulness.”" The Prophet (PBBUH) discussed the matter with his uncle Abu
Talib and, as usual, sought his advice. Abu Talib welcomed this marriage, and

they decided on a date to go and formally propose to Lady Khadijah’s family.

The Prophet (PBBUH), accompanied by a delegation of his paternal uncles,
visited Lady Khadijah’s paternal uncle, * Amr ibn Assad, and her paternal cousin,

Waraqah ibn Nawfal, to negotiate the marriage.

Abu Talib stood up to speak on behalf of his nephew, saying, “All praise be
to Allah, Who has made us from the offspring of Ibrahim and the seed of Isma "il.
When any man is weighed against this nephew of mine, Muhammad ibn
‘Abdullah outweighs him in honor, nobleness, virtue, and intellect. If he is not

wealthy, wealth is a vanishing shadow; something transitory. Muhammad is a

1 Sirat Ibn Hisham.
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man whose lineage you know well, and he is proposing marriage to Khadijah,

daughter of Khuwaylid.”

At this point, Waraqah ibn Nawfal stood up and said, “All praise is due to
Allah Who has made us as you have said and has favored us over those whom
you have mentioned, for we, indeed, are the masters and leaders of the Arabs.
And indeed, you are a people worthy of all this. Our clan does not deny your
merits, nor does anyone else dispute your lofty status and distinction. We wish
to be bound to you in kinship and in honor. So, bear witness, O people of the
Quraysh! I give Khadijah, daughter of Khuwaylid, in marriage to Muhammad
ibn *Abdullah.”

With this, the marriage of the Prophet (PBBUH) to Lady Khadijah was
concluded and a Mahr (bridal gift; dowry) of twenty young camels was

announced.

The Prophet (PBBUH) was twenty-five years old. He (PBBUH) moved from
Abu Talib’s house to Khadijah’s house to begin this new chapter of his life... that

of marriage and paternity.
The Prophet (PBBUH) as a Husband

The newly wedded husband and wife lived a pleasant and stable life. Lady
Khadijah admired the high morals and good character of Prophet Muhammad
(PBBUH) and his inner riches of loyalty, sincerity, and good companionship. She
personally witnessed that everything she had heard about the Prophet (PBBUH)
before marriage was not just true, but was a fraction of the reality of his

magnificent character and perfect traits.

The Prophet (PBBUH) continued trading on behalf of Lady Khadijah, and
she entrusted him with all her business affairs. In fact, there was no distinction

between his and her money.
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The Prophet (PBBUH) was extremely generous and charitable, constantly
giving to and supporting the poor and the needy. He (PBBUH) always
maintained good relations with his family and acquaintances. His life abounds

with plenty of examples of this, some of which are recounted here:
Barakah, “Umm Ayman”

The Prophet (PBBUH) freed his female slave, Barakah, who had passed to
him by inheritance from his deceased father. She looked after him following his
mother’s death. He (PBBUH) treated her as his mother, and for the rest of his
life he called her “mother.” When she became manumitted, the Prophet
(PBBUH) suggested that she get married. She married and bore a son, Ayman,

and became known as “Umm Ayman” (the mother of Ayman).

Halimah Al-Sa'diyah

When the Prophet’s (PBBUH) wet nurse, Halimah Al-Sa'diyah, learned
about his marriage, she came to visit him. The Prophet (PBBUH) was extremely
kind to her and encouraged Lady Khadijah to assist Halimah with the adversity
she was facing due to the widespread drought that had affected Banu Sa'd. Lady
Khadijah made a generous gift of forty sheep and a camel to her, along with

provisions for the return journey.
Zaid ibn Harithah

Zaid was kidnapped as a boy by some raiding horsemen while he was
accompanying his mother on a visit to her tribe of Banu Ma'n. Eventually, he
was sold as a slave in Makkah to Khadijah’s nephew, Hakim ibn Hizam ibn
Khuwaylid. In turn, he gifted him to his paternal aunt Khadijah. Zaid felt at
home in Khadijah’s house due to the good treatment he received from her. When
she married the Prophet (PBBUH), she gifted Zaid to him. This, of course,
happened before Islam.
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Zaid Prefers the Prophet (PBBUH) over His Own Family

Time passed, and during one of the Hajj seasons, some members of Zaid’s
tribe came to Makkah on pilgrimage, where they saw and recognized Zaid. Once

they returned home from Hajj, they informed Harithah of his son’s whereabouts.

Harithah and his brother immediately set out for Makkah and hurried to
meet the Prophet (PBBUH) and ransom the boy. They said to him, “O son of
*Abdul-Muttalib! O son of the chief of your people! You are the people and
neighbors of Allah’s Sanctuary. You set captives free and feed the hungry. We
have come to you regarding our son who is with you. Would you grant us a favor

and show kindness to us in his ransom?”

The Prophet (PBBUH) tranquilly replied, “Ask Zaid to come here and
make him choose between you and me. If he chooses you, he is free to go
with you without ransom. But if he chooses me, by Allah, I am not one who

chooses ransom over someone who has chosen me.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) sent for Zaid, and straightaway the young boy
recognized his father and uncle. The Prophet (PBBUH) then addressed Zaid,
explaining to him that the choice was his to make; “I am the one whom you
have known and whose companionship you have experienced, so choose

either me or them.”

Zaid replied, to the astonishment of his family, “I will not choose anyone
over you. You are like a father and an uncle to me.” Zaid’s choice shocked his
father and uncle — he chose slavery over freedom, and over his own father, his
own uncle, and his entire kinsfolk! This is conceivable in the light of this fact:
Zaid was growing attached to the warmth that he felt with the man whom Allah
(Exalted be He) sent as a mercy to existence. Zaid said, “Yes, having seen what I

have seen of this man, I would never choose anyone over him.”

Upon hearing this, the Prophet (PBBUH) took Zaid by the hand to the
assembly place of the Quraysh and announced, “O all those who are present,
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bear witness that Zaid (hereby) is my (adopted) son. He will inherit from
me and I from him.” This pleased Zaid’s father and paternal uncle. They
departed, satisfied.

From that time on, Zaid was called Zaid ibn Muhammad until Islam came
and the following Qur’anic verse annulling adoption was revealed: “Call them
after their true fathers; that is more just in Allah’s Sight.” (Al-Ahzab 33:5)
However, the epithet ‘the Beloved One of the Prophet’ was forever attached to
Zaid.

The Prophet (PBBUH) Taking "Ali ibn Abu Talib Under His Care

When Abu Talib, the Prophet’s (PBBUH) uncle, reached the age of sixty-five
and was no longer able to travel on trading journeys, his wealth started

diminishing. Despite this, he kept his doors open to guests and wayfarers.

The Prophet (PBBUH) sensed the difficulty his uncle was having. He
(PBBUH) recalled the days in which he loved and cared for him as much as his
own children, and he wished to return the favor. The Prophet (PBBUH) went to
his other uncle, Al-* Abbas, and said to him, “O uncle, your brother Abu Talib
has many children, and you see how people have been afflicted by this crisis.
So, let us go to him and lighten the number of his dependents. I shall take

one of his sons, and you take one, and we will take care of them for him.”

Al-"Abbas agreed to this suggestion. Then they both went and made it to
Abu Talib, and he accepted. The Prophet (PBBUH) took *Ali, who was seven at
the time, and Al-" Abbas took Ja " far.

These are just some of the many situations demonstrating the Prophet’s

(PBBUH) kindness and concern for his relatives, the poor, and the needy.
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The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Children

Al-Qasim: After two years of marriage, Lady Khadijah longed to have children
with the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) to deepen and strengthen their
relationship. She supplicated to Allah (Exalted be He) to grant her a child, and
Allah answered her supplication and gave her a son — Al-Qasim. From that day,
the Prophet (PBBUH) was nicknamed Abul-Qasim (the father of Al-Qasim). The
Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) had also four daughters from his wife Khadijah.
They were:

Zainab: His eldest daughter; the Prophet (PBBUH) was blessed with Zainab one
year after the birth of Al-Qasim.

Ruqaiyah: His second daughter; she was born two years after Zainab.
Umm Kulthum: His third daughter; she was born after Ruqaiyah.

Fatimah: His youngest daughter; she was born after Umm Kulthum, and was
the fifth and last child of the Prophet (PBBUH) with Lady Khadjijah.

It was also reported that the Prophet (PBBUH) had another son with Lady
Khadijah, named *Abdullah, who was given the title ‘Al-Tahir’ (the Pure).

All the Prophet’s (PBBUH) children were from Lady Khadijah, except
Ibrahim, the son of Mariyah the Copt — whom the Prophet (PBBUH) married at
a later time. All his sons died in their early childhood, and all his daughters died
during his lifetime, except Fatimah, who died six months after the Prophet’s
(PBBUH) death. All his daughters grew up to witness and embrace Islam, and
later in their lives they emigrated with the Prophet (PBBUH) to Madinah.
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The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Thirty-Five - the
Rebuilding of the Ka'bah

The Prophet (PBBUH) did not stop mixing with the people of Makkah and
taking part in the general affairs of daily life.

When the Prophet (PBBUH) was aged thirty-five, serious damage occurred
to the Ka'bah that brought it to the forefront of the concerns of the Makkans,

owing to the high place it occupied in their souls.

In the winter of that year, it rained heavily over the mountains of Makkah.
This resulted in severe floodwaters coming over the city and flowing down the
walls of the Sacred House, almost causing its walls to collapse. The Quraysh thus
had to renovate the building of the Ka'bah. Huge sums of money were collected
to finance this undertaking, and it was unanimously agreed that no ill-gotten
money would be used in re-building the Ka'bah, such as earnings from

prostitution, usury, or dishonest dealings.

A significant obstacle then faced the Quraysh. In order to renovate and
rebuild the Ka'bah, deconstruction was first necessary. The Quraysh were
extremely hesitant to do this step after witnessing what had befallen Abraha
when he came with his army and attempted to destroy the Holy Ka ' bah.

But this situation was different. Abraha wanted to pull down the Ka"bah for
the purpose of destruction, while the Quraysh wanted to do so for the purpose

of renovation and reconstruction.

The first of the Quraysh to courageously go ahead and begin to demolish the
Ka'bah was Al-Walid ibn Al-Mughirah, the father of Khalid ibn Al-Walid. People
watched anxiously, holding their breath, waiting to see what sort of evil would
descend upon him for what he was doing. The next day, when they saw that Al-
Walid was safe and sound and nothing had happened to him as they had feared,
each of them held his axe and proceeded with the demolition process until they
reached the foundations laid by Prophet Ibrahim (PBBUH).
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The process of rebuilding on the old foundations commenced. The
reconstruction of the Ka*bah walls was divided among the tribes, with each tribe
allotted a corner of the Ka"bah to reconstruct. The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH)
contributed and assisted in moving the stones and rocks that were to be used in

the rebuilding.
The Replacement of the Black Stone

A Roman carpenter called Baqum led the building work, and when they
reached the final step of returning the Black Stone to its original place, they
strongly disagreed as to who should have the honor of doing so. Their
disputation continued until the conflict almost escalated into a civil war. An
elderly man who held a respectable position and authoritative opinion among
them intercepted. His name was Abu Umayyah ibn Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumy.
He said to them, “Let the next person to enter (the Sacred House) through the
gate of Al-Safa be the judge among you in this matter.”

They agreed and waited anxiously to see who this person would be. Much to
their relief, it was Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). They ecstatically shouted,
“This is Al-Amin (the Trustworthy One). This is Muhammad ibn *Abdullah. We

accept him as our judge.”

The issue of conflict was recounted to the Prophet (PBBUH), and Allah
(Exalted be He) inspired him with a solution that would satisfy all parties. He
(PBBUH) took off his cloak, spread it on the ground, and placed the Black Stone
in the middle of it. He asked the leaders of each clan present to take hold of one
corner of this cloth, and they all lifted the stone in unison towards its position in
the corner of the Ka'bah. When they had lifted the cloth to the right level, the
Prophet (PBBUH) took the stone with his blessed hands, laid it in its original

place, and sealed it.
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All the clans were satisfied and peace and harmony was soon restored. The
rebuilding of the Ka'bah was complete and the Quraysh was spared from the

civil war that had been about to flare up.

This incident was a testament to the lofty status the Prophet (PBBUH)
enjoyed among the people of Makkah, and a mark of their esteem for his serenity

and goodwill.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the Age of Thirty-Nine - the Marriage
of Zainab

The years passed by and the Prophet (PBBUH) continued to participate in
the issues of daily life of the Makkans. He (PBBUH) increasingly found Khadijah
to be the best wife one could have. By that time Zainab, his eldest daughter, had
reached the age of ten and suitors began to make offers of marriage, for they all

wanted to attain the honor of marrying into such a gracious family.

Zainab’s maternal cousin (the son of Khadijah’s sister Halah), Abu Al-"Aas
ibn Al-Rabi ", was the one who had the privilege of marrying her. He was one of

the few honorable and wealthy men of rank in Makkah.

The joyful marriage celebration took place. Lady Khadijah gifted her
daughter a necklace. Later, we shall see how this necklace helped release Zainab’s

husband from imprisonment in the Battle of Badr.

The Prophet (PBBUH) at the age of Thirty-Nine and a Half - the
Marriages of Ruqaiyah and Umm Kulthum

Six months after Zainab’s marriage, a delegation from the clan of Banu
Hashim came to visit the Prophet (PBBUH), with his uncle Abu Talib at the head
of it. He said, “My nephew, you have married Zainab to Abu Al-'Aas ibn Al-
Rabi® and he is indeed a worthy son-in-law. Yet your paternal cousins see that

they have a right over you similar to that of Khadijah’s nephew, and they are no
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less than him in noble lineage and status.” To this, the Prophet (PBBUH) replied,

“You have spoken the truth, O uncle.”

They asked to marry Ruqaiyah and Umm Kulthum to *Utbah and *Utaibah,
the two sons of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) paternal uncle, Abu Lahab. The marriage
went forward despite Lady Khadijah’s fear for her two daughters from Umm
Jamil, Abu Lahab’s wife. She was an ill-tempered woman with a harsh tongue,

bent on imposing her authority on everyone around her.
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The Stages of Prophethood

First Signs of Divine Inspiration and Prophethood

As the years passed, the Prophet (PBBUH) grew through thought, reflection, and
contemplation. He (PBBUH) was always quiet and meditative about people and
what they worshipped. Such habit of meditating endowed him with an

uncommon share of insight, wisdom, and purpose.

The Prophet (PBBUH) went on living his life among people, engaging only
in what was wholesome and useful, and staying away from what was
unwholesome and frivolous. He (PBBUH) never drank alcohol, or partook in
offerings sacrificed to idols, or ate from the meat that was slaughtered in their
name. He (PBBUH) also never attended any pagan celebrations or festivities for
the idols his people worshipped, for the thing he (PBBUH) loathed most was
idols.

The Prophet (PBBUH) Meditating in the Cave of Hira’

Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) began spending time in solitude and
reflection. At that time, it was an Arab custom that their thinkers and
intellectuals cut communication for a certain period in the year to ponder and

worship. They called this kind of seclusion Tabhannuth or Tahannuf.

At the very top of Mount Hira’, about two miles from Makkah, the Prophet
(PBBUH) found a cave that was the perfect place to enter into profound and
thoughtful meditations.

He (PBBUH) used to stay in the Cave of Hira’ during the entire month of
Ramadan every year with few provisions. In doing so, he found his long-sought
aim of peace, away from the bustle of the city and the clamor of everyday life. He
(PBBUH) was able to seek the truth, and only the truth, without hindrances or

outside interferences.

115



The Prophet (PBBUH) carried on this practice, spending Ramadan in the
Cave of Hira’, until he attained the age of thirty-nine and a half, at which point
he started seeing true visions in his sleep. Regarding this period, Lady Aishah
(may Allah be pleased with her) narrated: “The commencement of divine
revelation to the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) was in the form of true visions in
his sleep. Every vision he saw came true, like the break of dawn.” (Sahih Al-
Bukhari) These visions continued for six months, until the divine revelation

started descending.

True dreams constituted one out of the component parts of prophethood, as
Messenger Muhammad (PBBUH) said, “A righteous vision (dream) is one of
the forty-six parts of prophethood.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari)

The Prophet (PBBUH) had true dreams during the first six months of his 23-
period of prophethood; so, true dreams constituted 1/46 of prophethood and
marked its beginning. Indeed, the Prophet’s (PBBUH) words were the truth.

It was all within Allah’s Plan to remove the Prophet (PBBUH) from life’s
distractions and prepare him for the role of becoming His Messenger. This way,
his mind would take it on gradually and not be overwhelmed by suddenly

receiving divine revelations.
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The Beginning of Divine Revelation

The Prophet (PBBUH) reached forty years of age, the typical age of peak maturity
at which prophets were usually commissioned by Allah (Exalted be He) to deliver
His Message. During one Ramadan, on a Monday night, most likely on the eve
of the 27th of Ramadan (according to the opinion of Imam Abu Hanifah),
Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) was at his habitual retreat in the Cave of Hira®
when Angel Jibril (Gabriel, PBUH) descended upon him with the first divine

words.

Angel Jibril (PBUH) came to him, held him tight until the Prophet (PBBUH)
could not bear it anymore, and then released him and said, “Read.” The Prophet

(PBBUH) replied, “I am not a reader.” (i.e., I do not know how to read.)

Angel Jibril powerfully embraced the Prophet (PBBUH) a second time until
he could not bear it anymore, and then he released him and said, “Read.” The
Prophet (PBBUH) again replied, “I am not a reader.” Angel Jibril powerfully
embraced him a third time until he could not bear it anymore, and then he
released the Prophet (PBBUH).

The First Revealed Words of the Qur’an

Jibril (PBUH) then said, “Read in the Name of your Lord Who created. He
created the human from 'Alag (literally, clinging clot). Read, and your Lord is
the Most Generous, Who has taught by the pen. He has taught the human that
which he knew not.” (Al-*Alaq 96: 1-5)

This was the first descent of the divine guidance and the revelation of the
first Qur’anic verses to Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). They became inscribed
on his heart in letters of light. “As though they were written in my heart,” said
the Prophet (PBBUH).
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Divine revelation began with an order from Allah (Glorified be He) to read.
In this context, reading holds the wider meaning of learning, exploring,
acquiring knowledge, thinking, analyzing, and drawing conclusions. These are
the infrastructure for building and developing nations and civilizations.
Regretfully we, as Muslims, have now deteriorated in that regard. Several nations
have overtaken us through their consistent and diligent efforts in the research

arena.

We pray that one day we will return to the teachings of the Qur’an and, as

our predecessors were, truly become the worldwide nation of “Read.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) Hurrying to Lady Khadijah

After the first experience of divine inspiration and communication with
heaven, the Prophet (PBBUH) left the cave in haste and walked along the
mountain passes. When he (PBBUH) was halfway up in the mountain, he heard
a voice calling him, “O Muhammed, you are the Messenger of Allah
(Glorified and Exalted be He) and I am Jibril (Angel Gabriel).” The Prophet
(PBBUH) raised his head to the sky and saw Jibril (PBUH) in his angel form. He
(PBBUH) tried to avert his face from him, but everywhere he looked across the
horizon, he saw Jibril (PBUH). The Prophet (PBBUH) stood transfixed, moving

neither forward nor backward.

In the meantime, Lady Khadijah had grown worried. She had sent a
messenger to the Prophet (PBBUH) in the cave to replenish his food supply, but
the messenger had not found him there. Lady Khadijah became increasingly

anxious about what could have happened to him.

“Cover Me! Wrap Me Up!”

While Lady Khadijah was in this anxious state, the Prophet (PBBUH)
returned home to her, saying, “Cover me, cover me.” He (PBBUH) was

shivering in fright and astonishment at what had just taken place. Lady Khadijah

118



asked him what was wrong, but he (PBBUH) just answered, “Cover me! Cover
me! Wrap me up and pour cold water on me.” She covered him with a cloth,
and the Prophet (PBBUH) continued to shake as if feverish. Then, after calming
down, he (PBBUH) narrated to her what he had seen and confessed his fears that
he (PBBUH) might have become possessed by madness.

As always, his great wife Khadijah was like an angel of mercy and a haven of
peace for him, giving strength and comfort to his gracious heart in a moment of
fear. She had no apprehensions or suspicions at all. Rather, she looked
admiringly at the Prophet (PBBUH) and reassured him with the words, “Never,
but rather rejoice! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you; for you keep good
relations with your kith and kin, speak the truth, support the needy, provide for
the destitute, entertain your guests generously, and assist calamity-stricken

people.” (Sahih Muslim)

Khadijah stood by her husband and provided him with the necessary moral
and emotional support. Thus, the Mother of all Believers established herself as a

magnificent model of how a wife should be with her husband in times of crisis.

With her reassuring words and calm manner, the Prophet (PBBUH) regained
his peace. He (PBBUH) felt tired and in need of sleep, and he slept tranquilly.

The Statement of Waraqah ibn Nawfal

Khadijah gazed at the Prophet (PBBUH) while he slept. Her heart was filled
with compassion and hope at what she had heard from him. Once she saw him

sound asleep and serene, she rushed to her paternal cousin, Waraqah bin Nawfal.

As mentioned earlier, Waraqah had embraced the Christian faith during his
quest for truth. He had learned the Gospel and translated some portions of it
into Arabic. On hearing from Lady Khadijah what the Prophet (PBBUH) had
seen and heard, he said to her, “Holy, Holy! By Him in Whose Hand is Waraqah’s

soul, if what you say is true, Khadijah, there has come to him the greatest Namus
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— meaning by Namus, the Angel of Revelation, Gabriel — who came to Musa
(Moses, PBBUH). Indeed, he is the Prophet of this time. Tell him to stand firm.”!

Khadijah returned home carrying the good news to the Messenger of Allah
(PBBUH), but she found him still asleep. Suddenly, he was shaken from the
placidity of sleep, with sweat all over his forehead, to listen to the Angel revealing
to him: “O you who covers himself [with a garment]! Arise and warn! And your
Lord glorify. And your clothing purify. And uncleanliness avoid. And do not
confer favor to acquire more. And be patient for the sake of your Lord.” (Al-
Muddathir 74:1-7)

The End of the Time of Rest

These Qur’anic verses take the form of military commands, of few words and

a quick tone, so that the response comes as swiftly as the order.

In response, the Prophet (PBBUH) promptly got up from his sleep, and when
Lady Khadijah urged him to resume his rest, he said, “The time for sleep and
rest has ended, O Khadijah. Jibril (Gabriel, PBUH) has commanded me to
warn people and to call them to Allah and His Worship alone. Whom shall

I call? And who will respond to me?”

Khadijah believed in the Prophet’s (PBBUH) message and was the first
person on earth to embrace Islam. She then went on to tell the Prophet (PBBUH)
what had happened between her and her paternal cousin, Waraqah, and the
mission of prophethood that had been assigned to him.

One day following this event, the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) went out to
circumambulate the Ka*bah, where he met Waraqah bin Nawfal and described
to him the occurrence of divine revelation. Waraqah said, “This is the Namus
(the Angel of Revelation, Gabriel) who came down to Musa (PBBUH). I wish

1 Al-Sirah Al-Nabawiyah by lbn Hisham.
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that I were young and could live until the time when your people drive you
out.” The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) asked, “Will they drive me out?”
Waraqah said, “Yes. No man has ever come with that which you have brought
without being treated with hostility. If I should live to see that day, I will support
you strongly.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari)

But Waraqah died shortly after this encounter, before the message of Islam

was proclaimed and preached.
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The Beginning of the Era
of Prophethood

The Prophet (PBBUH) became certain that he was the Chosen Messenger of the
time and the final Prophet sent from Allah (Exalted be He) to humanity. From
that time on, the divine revelations started descending successively. On his way
back home, there was not a tree or a stone that Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH)
passed by that did not greet and salute him with “Peace be to you, O Messenger
of Allah.” This reassured him of his status and honor in Allah’s Sight.!

Ablution and Prayer

Since Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) was the man chosen to perpetuate and
convey the message of Islam, it was important to clarify for him the correct

manner of worshiping the One True God.

According to the historian Ibn Ishaq, at the beginning of the revelation Jibril
(PBBUH) came to him (in human form) while he was in the upper part of
Makkah and taught him ablution and prayer. Jibril (PBBUH) struck the valley
ground with his heel, causing a spring of water to gush out. Jibril performed
ablution while the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) watched. Then the Messenger
of Allah (PBBUH) performed ablution in the same manner as Jibril. After this,
Jibril stood and led him in a prayer in the form of two Ra ‘kabs (units of prayer)
with four prostrations. He told the Prophet (PBBUH) to pray in this same
manner twice a day — two Ra'kahs in the morning and another two in the

evening.

When the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) came home to Khadijah, he
(PBBUH) showed her how to perform ablution for prayer, the same way Angel

1 Tarikh Madinat Dimashq by Ibn “Asakir.
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Jibril (PBUH) had taught him. She observed and followed the steps for ablution.
Then he (PBBUH) led her in prayer in the same manner as Angel Jibril led him.'

Suspension of the Revelation

For a period, the revelation temporarily ceased and the Prophet (PBBUH)
began to worry, thinking that Allah (Glorified be He) had forsaken him. It was
narrated that Umm Jamil, the wife of his paternal uncle, Abu Lahab, tauntingly
said to the Prophet (PBBUH), “It appears your Satan has forsaken you.”

Lack of contact with the source of power, which was his chief support, deeply
distressed the Prophet (PBBUH). He (PBBUH) resumed his visits to the Cave of
Hira’, seeking his Lord’s Mercy and pondering why Allah (Exalted be He) had
abandoned him after He had chosen him to deliver His Message to humankind.

Khadijah was not any less worried than the Prophet (PBBUH).

However, after several days of suspension, the revelation descended once
again and Jibril (PBUH) was sent down with the following reassuring verses of
the Noble Qur’an: “By the morning brightness. And by the night when it covers
with darkness. Your Lord has neither forsaken nor is He displeased with you.
And indeed, the Hereafter is better for you than the present (life of this world).
And verily, your Lord will give you so amply that you shall be well-pleased.” (Al-
Duha 93:1-5)

1 Al-Sirah Al-Nabawiyah by lbn Hisham.
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The Beginning of Preaching Islam
Among the People

The Prophet’s (PBBUH) Strategy of Calling People to Allah

For the first three years, the message of Islam was preached secretly and on an
individual basis. It was dependent on the eminence, rather than the quantity, of

the personalities persuaded to join it.

Those early believers and Companions of the Prophet (PBBUH) were the
foundations of the religion of Islam. They were the ones entrusted with the task
of spreading it to the rest of humanity. After three years, the number of Muslims

was no more than one hundred and thirty persons.

Despite this, and without exaggeration, each one of them was worth a
thousand believers or more because of the strength of their belief in Allah (the
Most High) and His Religion.

The Foremost Believers

Some of the Honorable Companions Who Were the First to Join
Islam:

Firstly, Early Muslims from the Prophet’s (PBBUH) Household

Lady Khadijah (RA)

Lady Khadijah (RA), as previously mentioned, was the first person to
embrace Islam. She provided the strongest and most essential support for the
Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) in his mission to establish Islam. After Jibril
(PBBUH) taught the Prophet (PBBUH) how to pray, she used to pray with him.
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“Ali ibn Abu Talib (RA)

“Ali lived in the Prophet’s (PBBUH) household. He was a young boy of ten
when prophethood was bestowed upon Muhammad (PBBUH). On one
occasion, when the Prophet (PBBUH) was leading Lady Khadijah in prayer, *Ali
(RA) saw them bowing, prostrating, and reciting some of the revealed verses of
the Qur’an. Once they had finished, *Ali (RA) asked, “O Muhammad, what is
this?” The Prophet (PBBUH) replied, “This is Allah’s Religion, which He
Himself has chosen and with which He sent His Messengers. I call you to
Allah alone, Who has no partners; to worship Him and to reject Al-Lat and
Al-"Uzza (two idols of the pagan Arabs).” *Ali asked the Prophet (PBBUH) to

give him some time to think the matter over.

It took “Ali (RA) only one night to deliberate and decide. In the morning,
he came to the Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) and announced his embrace of

Islam. He was the first boy to enter Islam.

Zaid bin Harithah (RA)

After “Ali (RA), Zaid (RA) was the next to embrace Islam. He was the
Prophet's (PBBUH) freed slave and adopted son.

The Daughters of the Prophet (PBBUH)

All the Prophet’s (PBBUH) daughters became Muslim, and thus every
member of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) household was now Muslim.

Secondly, Early Muslims from Outside the Prophet’s (PBBUH)
Household

Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq

Abu Bakr ibn Abu Quhafah (RA) was a dear friend of Prophet Muhammad
(PBBUH) and was extremely beloved and esteemed by his people. He was the
most knowledgeable person in the field of tracing lineage and family trees, and
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was recognized as a gentlemanly, well-mannered merchant. The Prophet
(PBBUH) found comfort in his companionship, and saw in him honesty,
integrity, and truthfulness. He was the first person outside the Prophet’s
(PBBUH) family that he invited to worship Allah (Glorified be He) alone and

renounce idolatry.

Abu Bakr (RA) did not hesitate for an instant in responding to the Prophet’s
(PBBUH) call and believing in it. About his prompt acceptance of Islam, the
Prophet (PBBUH) later said, “Everyone I offered Islam to halted and
hesitated, except Abu Bakr.”! May Allah be pleased with him. He was the first

man to accept Islam.
Men Entering Islam Through Abu Bakr

Because of Abu Bakr’s exceptional noble personality, the Qurayshi men used
to frequently visit him to enjoy his company and conversation. He began inviting
the persons whom he trusted and expected would respond favorably to the idea

of joining Islam.

The people who entered Islam through Abu Bakr encompassed an array of
glorious names who had a long history and a significant role in the spread of the
message of Islam, such as: *Uthman ibn *Affan, Talhah ibn ‘Ubaidullah, Sa*d
ibn Abu Waqqas, and ‘Abdul-Rahman ibn *Awf (may Allah be pleased with
them all).

Abu Bakr (RA) used to personally take any new Muslim to the Messenger of
Allah (PBBUH) so they could embrace Islam in his presence.

Early Muslims from the Notables of the Quraysh

The early groups were followed by other notable members of the Qurayshi
community, including Abu ‘Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah, Abu Salamah ibn *Abdul-

1 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah by Ibn Kathir.
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Asad and his wife Umm Salamah, Al-Arqam ibn Abu Al-Arqam, *Uthamn ibn
Madh"un, *Ubaydah ibn Al-Harith, Sa'id ibn Zaid and his wife Fatimah bint
Al-Khattab (the sister of ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab), and others. May Allah be
pleased with them all.

Early Muslims from the Poor of the Quraysh

The call to Allah (the Most High) did not stop at the dignitaries, but also
included the poor and the slaves, and all the weak, distressed, and deprived
sections of society. Prominent among this category were Bilal ibn Rabah, Yassir
and his son ‘Ammar, Suhaib Al-Rumi, and ‘Amir ibn Fuhairah, Abu Bakr’s
freed slave. And prominent among the females were Barakah (with the nickname
Umm Ayman), Sumayyah (Umm ‘Ammar), and several other women. May
Allah be pleased with them all.

Early Muslims from Outside the Quraysh

The call to Islam extended outside the Quraysh, and several non-Qurayshi
Arabs entered Islam, such as ‘Abdullah ibn Mas' ud Al-Huzali, Mas'ud ibn
Rabi‘ah Al-Qari, ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh Al-Asady, Abu Dhar Al-Ghifari, and

others.

The call to Islam continued to spread slowly but successfully, and it quickly
became the main topic of conversation in the region, although most Makkans
showed little interest in joining it. They thought that the words Prophet
Mohammed (PBBUH) brought were no different from those of monks and wise
men, such as Waraqah ibn Nawfal and the like. And they had no doubt that

people would cling to the religion of their fathers and ancestors.
Muslims Practicing Their Religious Rites in Secret

1. When prayer time came, the Muslims went to a discreet mountain pass
where they could offer prayer unseen by their people. Abu Talib was reported
to have seen the Prophet (PBBUH) and "Ali (RA) praying together. He
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approached "Ali and asked him about the religion he was practicing, and he
replied, “O father, I believe in Allah and His Messenger. I have accepted the
truth of the message he has brought (from Allah), and I pray to Allah with
him.” Abu Talib said, “He calls you to nothing but good, so adhere to him.”
(History of Al-Tabari)

2. The Prophet (PBBUH) wisely saw that all Muslims should meet regularly at
one specific place where he could teach them the fundamentals of the Islamic
faith away from onlookers. The Prophet (PBBUH) chose a house near Al-Safa
Mountain for this purpose, which was the house of Al-Arqam ibn Al-Arqam.

Openly Calling to Islam

After three years of secret calling to Islam, Allah’s Order came down to openly
preach Islam. Mutual fraternity, cooperation, and collective responsibility for
delivering the message of faith were at the core of any group of believers.
Therefore, Allah’s Command was given to proclaim the message of Islam to

people.
First: Calling the Closest Kindred

In the beginning, Allah (Exalted be He) ordered His Messenger (PBBUH) to
invite his relatives and own clan to Islam, saying, “And warn your tribe (O
Muhammad) of near kindred.” (Al-Shur ‘ara’ 26:214)

The Prophet (PBBUH) complied with Allah’s Directive and invited his entire
clan of Banu Hashim, about forty-five individuals, for a meal, following which
he began to talk to them, calling them to Allah’s Religion. While the Prophet
(PBBUH) was busy introducing Islam to them, his uncle Abu-Lahab interrupted

him viciously, and persuaded everyone present to leave the gathering.

However, the Prophet (PBBUH) persevered and invited them for a second
meal. After everyone had finished eating, he (PBBUH) began addressing the
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people. He thanked Allah (the Most Exalted) and declared that none is divine or

worthy of worship except Him, then said:

“Verily, Al-Ra’id (one who goes ahead in search of grass and rainfall
areas) cannot lie to his people. By Allah, other than Whom there is no god,
I am the Messenger of Allah to you specifically and to all people generally.
By Allah, you will die just as you sleep, and you will be resurrected just as
you wake up, and you will be held to account for your actions. Truly, it is

»1

then Paradise forever or Hellfire forever.

Abu-Lahab objected, and interrupted for a second time, saying, “This, by
Allah, is a disgrace! You must stop him before others (outsiders) do.” Abu Talib

responded, saying, “By Allah, we shall protect him as long as we are alive.”

At this, *Ali (son of Abu Talib) rose up and, despite being a young boy at the
time, said, “O Messenger of Allah, I will be your helper. I will fight against whom

» N\

you fight.” *Ali’s words were met with smiles of derision and bursts of laughter

from the rest of Banu Hisham, while their looks and glances passed to and fro
from Abu Talib to his son “Ali.

Second: Calling Everybody to Islam

Allah’s Command came down to the Prophet (PBBUH) to openly invite all
people to Islam, with the Qur’anic words: “(O Prophet), proclaim what you are
commanded to, and turn away from those who associate others with Allah in His
Divinity.” (Al-Hijr 15:94)

In obedience, the Prophet (PBBUH) ascended Al-Safa Mountain and started
loudly calling on the various branches of the Quraysh, clan by clan, “O Banu
Fihr! O Banu ‘Adi! O Banu 'Abd Manaf! O Banu ‘Abdul-Muttalib...” When
they heard him, they came, asking what the matter was. He (PBBUH) said, “If I

1 Al-Raheeq Al-Makhtum by Safi-ur-Rahman al-Mubarkpuri.
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were to tell you that there were some horsemen in the valley planning to

raid you, would you believe me?”
They said, “Yes indeed, we have never known you to tell a lie.”
He (PBBUH) said, “I am a warner to you before a severe torment.”

Then the Prophet (PBBUH) began calling on each individual tribe again, “O
Banu Ka'b ibn Lu’ay! Rescue yourselves from the Fire. O Banu Murrah ibn
Ka'b! Rescue yourselves from the Fire. O Banu ‘Abdu Shams! Rescue
yourselves from the Fire. O Banu ‘Abd Manaf! Rescue yourselves from the
Fire. O Banu Hashim! Rescue yourselves from the Fire. O Banu ‘Abdul-
Muttalib! Rescue yourselves from the Fire... truly, I can avail you nothing
against Allah.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari)

Abu Lahab’s Malicious Reaction to the Prophet (PBBUH)

After receiving the Prophet’s (PBBUH) warning, people dispersed with no
significant reaction. The exception was Abu Lahab, who got up and confronted
the Prophet (PBBUH) in an aggressive manner, saying to him, “Damn you for

the rest of the day! Is this why you gathered us together?”

The Prophet (PBBUH), whom Allah (Exalted be He) had refined into a man
of perfect virtue, would not return evil with evil, especially as the insult came
from a relative whom he placed in a status equivalent to that of a father. He
(PBBUH) kept the hurt to himself, despite the enormous pain it caused him to

receive such an insult from one of the people closest to him - his uncle.
Allah Responds to the Insult on Behalf of the Prophet (PBBUH)

Abu Lahab returned home and told his wife, Umm Jamil, of the public
proclamation made by Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) [about the worship of the
One True Lord]. Without hesitation, she supported her husband in his rejection
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of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) call to believe in Allah alone. She went further to
announce that she was going to sell her precious gold necklace and use the
money to plot and plan against the Prophet (PBBUH) to stop him from

spreading his call to Islam.

The situation brought an immediate divine response in defense of Prophet
Muhammad (PBBUH): “Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he!
Neither his wealth nor his gains will benefit him. He will be cast into a flaming
fire, and so will his wife, the carrier of firewood (slanderous tales). Around her
neck will be a rope of palm-fiber.” (Al-Massad 111:1-5)

In return for Abu Lahab cursing the Prophet (PBBUH) once, Almighty Allah
cursed him in His Eternal Qur’an, which will be recited across the earth, from
east to west, day and night without break until Judgment Day. Allah (Exalted be
He) has decreed that he and his wife should be put under a permanent curse in

this worldly life, let alone the graver punishment awaiting them in the Hereafter.

Following this incident, the Prophet (PBBUH) began to openly call people
to Islam in the congregations and gatherings of the disbelievers. The call to Islam
began to gather momentum and more and more people began to openly
embrace Allah’s Religion. Not a day passed without someone new embracing

Islam. Such was the natural appeal of the true religion.

The growing number of Muslims was of increasing concern for the Quraysh,
who started losing authority in Makkah to this new religion, and they began
planning and scheming to fight the spread of Islam.

Worries Overwhelming the Chiefs of the Quraysh

It was only a matter of days after the public announcement of the call to
Islam that the new Hajj season would begin. The Quraysh perceived the extent
of the danger which the Prophet’s (PBBUH) call presented. All the Arab tribes

from outside Makkah who came to perform the pilgrimage would be an
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audience and potential new followers of Islam. This would lead to less power,
authority, prestige, and attention for the Quraysh and their elite, who benefited

immensely (financially and socially) from idol worship.

The leaders of the Quraysh called an emergency meeting before Hajj to
discuss the best strategy that could put an end to the threat of Islam. Their action
demonstrated their lack of logical arguments to defend their system of beliefs

and their apprehension of the advance of Islam.

They hurried to consult a highly influential figure in Makkah, Al-Walid ibn
Al-Mughirah. He was the perfect candidate to lead this onslaught against the
Prophet of Islam (PBBUH), since he had his own personal motives for attacking
Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH). He saw himself more deserving of prophethood,
and his jealousy and malice worked as the trigger for fighting the Prophet
(PBBUH) and resisting the spread of Islam.

To this end, a group of Qurayshi leaders convened with Al-Walid, who said
to them, “Agree on one opinion regarding him (Muhammad, PBBUH) and do

not differ. Let not your statements contradict or refute each other.”

They said, “We will say that he is a soothsayer,” to which Al-Walid replied,
“No, by Allah, he is not a soothsayer. He neither mutters nor speaks in rhyme

like one.”

They said, “We will say that he is a madman,” to which he replied, “He is not

a madman. We have seen madness and can recognize its signs.”

They said, “We will say that he is a poet (referring to the words of the
Qur’an).” He replied, “He is not a poet. We are familiar with all forms of poetry,

and surely it (the Qur’an) is not poetry.”

They said, “We shall say he is a sorcerer (i.e., casting spells upon people to
join his religion).” Al-Walid again disagreed and said, “He is not a sorcerer. We

have seen sorcerers and their sorcery.”
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They finally said to him, “Tell us your opinion, which no one can argue
against.” Al-Walid asked for some time to deliberate, and he came back to them
with the response, “The nearest thing you can say against Muhammad is that he
comes with words of magical enchantment, which separates a person from his

father, his brother, his spouse, and his clan.”

After this incident, a divine revelation descended concerning Al-Walid, in
which Allah (Glorified be He) delineated every step of his actions and thought
process until he came up with this decision: “Verily, he thought and plotted. So
let him be cursed! How he plotted! And once more, let him be cursed! How he
plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and scowled. Then he turned back
and was proud. Then he said, ‘This (Qur’an) is nothing but magic imitated from
the ancients. This is nothing but the words of a human being!”” (Al-Muddathir
74:18-25)

After settling on this decision, they began to implement it. During the Hajj
season, they began to actively warn and scare people away from the Prophet
(PBBUH) and the enchanting effect that his words had on those who listened to

him.

The Prophet (PBBUH), on the other hand, was carrying out his call to Islam
with his whole heart and soul, inviting people and explaining Allah’s Religion
openly. His uncle, Abu Lahab, continued his relentless attempts to disperse
people away from his nephew, following him wherever he (PBBUH) went and
repeating, “This is my brother’s son! Do not listen to him. He is a lying

renegade.”

When the Hajj season ended, the pilgrims departed Makkah and spread the
story of the Prophet’s (PBBUH) heavenly mission to their homelands. His
message of Allah’s Oneness became something that was talked about throughout

the Arabian Peninsula.
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The Struggle Between Truth and Evil

The Quraysh launched a fresh offensive with the aim of halting the advance
and spread of Islam in its infancy. Their plot encompassed six different courses

of action:

1. Ridiculing and scorning everything the Prophet (PBBUH) said and did.
2. Spreading rumors and false information about the Prophet (PBBUH).
3. Preventing people from listening to the Noble Qur’an.

4. Harming the followers of the Prophet (PBBUH).

5. Offering incentives and compromises to the Prophet (PBBUH) to cause him

to either relinquish Islam or follow a middle path.

6. Persecuting the Prophet (PBBUH) through both physical and psychological

assault.

Their strategy escalated from one stage to the next according to how the
situation developed. The Prophet (PBBUH) responded in a well-planned,

practical manner, focusing on two aspects:

1. Spreading the message of Islam and varying the means of communicating it to

the people.
2. Protecting his followers from the harm inflicted upon them.

These are the broad outlines of events; now let us zoom in to examine the

struggle in more detail.
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Firstly: The Quraysh’s Scheme to Destroy the Call to Islam

1. Ridiculing and Belittling Everything the Prophet (PBBUH) Said
and Did

The disbelievers constantly ridiculed the Prophet (PBBUH) and accused him
of mental illness, and sometimes of sorcery. Their aim was to defeat the Muslims
and weaken their morale and momentum. Whenever the Prophet (PBBUH) sat
with his poor, simple companions, they ridiculed him for only attracting the
weak and needy and not the wealthy and powerful of the clan. The Qur’an

narrates some instances of their mocking behavior in more detail:

“Indeed, those who committed crimes used to laugh at those who believed.
And when they passed by them, they would exchange derisive glances. And when
they returned to their people, they would return jesting. And when they saw
them, they would say, ‘Indeed, these have gone astray.” But they (disbelievers,
sinners) had not been sent as watchers over them (the believers).” (Al-Mutaffifin
83:29-33)

The ongoing ridicule and derision grew day by day. It undoubtedly had a
negative impact on the Prophet (PBBUH), but Allah (the Most Exalted) gave him
and his followers strength and patience, as the Noble Qur’an relates: “Surely We
are sufficient for you against the mockers, who set up other gods with Allah.
They will soon come to know. And indeed, We (Allah) know that your breast is
straitened by what they say. So glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those
who prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until there comes to
you the certainty (i.e., death).” (Al-Hijr 15:95-99)

“We (Allah) know indeed the grief which their words cause you (O
Muhammad); it is not you that they deny, but it is Allah’s Ayat (Revelations or
Signs) that the wrongdoers deny.” (Al-An"am 6:33)
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2. Spreading Suspicions and Rumors about the Prophet (PBBUH)

The disbelievers intensified their propaganda war against Messenger
Muhammad (PBBUH), using various tactics to allow no room for the people to
reflect on the message he brought. They circulated among the public that the
revelations sent down to the Prophet (PBBUH) were no more than “...mixed-up
false dreams!” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:5) claiming that he woke up each morning and

narrated to the people the dreams he had at night.

They accused the Prophet (PBBUH) of fabricating the revelation he received;
“...rather, he has invented it.” (Al-Anbiya’ 21:5) They then spread the lie that the
Prophet (PBBUH) was not divinely inspired: “It is only a human being who
teaches him,” (Al-Nahl 16:103) and further claimed that: “This Qur’an is nothing
but a fabrication which he made up with the help of others.” (Al-Furqan 25:4)

Another of their allegations was that the Prophet (PBBUH) was suffering
from a certain type of madness that made him imagine some meanings, which
he then articulated in such beautiful and expressive words, just as poets did. Here,
came Allah’s Answer in refutation: “As for the poets, they are followed by people
who err. See you not that they speak about every subject (praising the right or
wrong of others) in their poetry? And that they say what they do not do.” (Al-
Shu‘ara’ 26:224-226) None of these three faults attached to poets, as stated in the
previous Qur’anic verse, applied to the honorable Prophet (PBBUH).

For the most part, the misconceptions the disbelievers raised against Islam
were aimed at Allah’s Oneness and the resurrection of the dead for Judgment
Day. The Noble Qur’an responded to each of their false allegations and

demonstrated the total powerlessness and futility of their idols.

But although Allah’s Responses given in the Qur'an were powerful,
irrefutable, and convincing to any sounded-mind person, the disbelievers acted

with extreme arrogance, shutting their ears and eyes to the truth. All they wanted
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was superiority in this world, and so they abandoned themselves to their own

evil transgressions and continued to blindly wander on.
3. Distracting people from listening to Allah’s Words

In addition to the sundry rumors they were circulating about the Prophet
(PBBUH), they used to hinder people from listening to the Qur’an and the
teachings of Islam in every possible way. They used to chase people away from
the gatherings of the Prophet (PBBUH) and create a lot of noise and chaos

around him while he was preaching or reciting.

They would sing, play, laugh, and shout whenever they saw him preparing
himself to invite people to enter into Allah’s Religion, so that nobody could hear
him. Allah (Glorified be He) describes their impudent distracting behavior,

saying:

“And those who disbelieve say, ‘Do not listen to this Qur’an, and speak

bbb

noisily during (the recitation of) it that perhaps you will overcome.” (Fussilat

41:26)
4. Persecuting the Prophet’s (PBBUH) Companions

The disbelievers persisted in their aggressive and disruptive tactics to thwart
the call to Allah’s Religion from its very inception, but their efforts proved
ineffective. Islam was gaining new followers every day, and so they decided to
step up their opposition and use physical violence against the Muslims to force

them to abandon their religion.

This calls for a reflective pause. Modern psychological research has shown
that when one party fails to intellectually convince the other party on the basis
of solid evidence and sound logic, and the argument turns from a rational debate
to fighting and use of force, this indicates the weakness and lack of

resourcefulness of the aggressing party. It is also an outward sign of profound
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inward fear. The greater their abuse and harm, the greater is their terror from the

other party who uses nothing but facts, reason, and logic.

This was exactly the state of the Mushrikin (those who associate others with
Allah in His Divinity or worship) at the time. Their fear and anxiety about what

the Muslims brought caused them to respond with violence and harm.

Instances of the Persecution Inflicted by the Quraysh upon the
Muslims

Early Muslims were of two categories:

1. Some came from large chief families of the Quraysh, such as Abu Bakr,
*Uthman ibn *Afan, and Sa'd ibn Abi Wagqas (RA).

2. The others were usually oppressed, poor, or enslaved, such as Bilal ibn Rabah
and ‘Ammar ibn Yasir (RA).

The abuse and harm that the Quraysh meted out upon the Muslims varied
according to the social position of the person. Those who belonged to a noble
and wealthy background were subjected to financial and emotional harassment
by turning their families and acquaintances against them and inciting a boycott
of their business. As for the slaves, persecution was practiced on them by their
masters. Following are some examples of the trials to which the Companions of
Prophet Muhammad (PBBUH) were subjected:

Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq and Talhah ibn "Ubaidullah

They both belonged to the sub-clan of Taym. They were bound together with
one rope and tortured by Nawfal ibn Khuwaylid, who was one of the principle
men of the Quraysh (his nickname was the ‘Lion of the Quraysh’). He was well
known for his physical strength and hostility towards to the Muslims. By tightly

tying them, he wanted to prevent them from prayer and practicing their religion,
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and thus Abu Bakr and Talhah came to be called ‘Al-Qarinayn’ (the Two Tied
Together).

‘Uthman ibn "Affan

When his paternal uncle, Al-Hakam ibn Abi Al-'As, found out he had
embraced Islam, he tied him up in an attempt to force him to relinquish his faith.
He intimidated him, saying, “Have you renounced the religion of your
forefathers for a new religion? By Allah, I shall not untie you until you abandon
it.” *Uthman replied, “By Allah, I shall not abandon it or part myself from it.”
In the face of *Uthman’s resolute firmness in adhering to the truth, Al-Hakam

let him go.
Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas

His mother was very upset at learning that he had become Muslim and
threatened him, saying, “Either you forsake this religion or I will not eat or drink
until I die, and people will forever condemn you on account of me.” Sa'd, as a
caring son who loved his mother dearly, went to the Prophet (PBBUH) to consult
his advice, and as a consequence Allah (the Clement) revealed this Qur’anic
verse: “We have enjoined upon man goodness to parents. But if they strive to
make you associate with Me that of which you have no knowledge, do not obey
them. To Me is your return, and then I will inform you of what you used to do.”
(Al-* Ankabut 29:8)

Sa"d went back to his mother after he heard this Qur’anic revelation and said
to her, “O my mother, you know, by Allah if you had one hundred souls and
they were to depart one after the other, I would not give up this religion of mine
for anything. So eat if you wish, and do not eat if you wish.” Prevailed upon to

eat by her son’s unshakable determination, she left him to his religion.

This was a glimpse of the persecution that the upper-class Muslims of the

Quraysh had to face. As for the poor and oppressed members of the Makkan
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society, the disbelievers of the Quraysh unleashed their tyranny against them

without restraint, particularly the slaves, whether males or females.

Bilal ibn Rabah

He was the slave of Umayyah ibn Khalaf, who, after getting the news of Bilal’s
adoption of Islam, would tie a rope around his neck and hand him over to the
boys to drag him across the mountain passes and roads of Makkah until the rope
left severe marks on Bilal’s neck. Umayyah would also take Bilal outside in the
scorching midday sun and throw him on his back on the burning desert sand
with a heavy rock laid on his chest. Then he would say to him, “You will remain
like this until you die or disbelieve in Muhammad.” The only answer Bilal (RA)
gave were the words, “One and Only (God)!” These short yet powerful words
provoked the disbelievers tremendously because they were a direct assault on
their polytheism (belief in several gods). However, Bilal’s suffering did not last
forever. Abu Bakr (RA) passed by Bilal while he was being tortured and bought

him from Ummayah and manumitted him.
"Ammar ibn Yassir

He was a slave of Banu Makhzum. He became a Muslim along with his father
and mother. The disbelievers, led by Abu Jahl, used to take them out to a rocky
flatland when the sun was scorching hot and make them lie down on the burning
sand, where they would torture them in the unbearable heat. The Messenger of
Allah (PBBUH) walked by them while they were being tortured and consoled
them with the words, “Patience, O family of Yassir, for your (final)
destination is Paradise.” Yassir, the father, died during torture, and Summayah,
the mother, was stabbed to death with a spear by Abu Jahl after she refused to

give up Islam. She thus became the first martyr of Islam.

Many further examples lie beyond the scope of this book to cover. But
reflecting on these early Muslims, we pause in admiration at the depth of their

belief and the loftiness of their souls that gave them the strength to endure such
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levels of torture and humiliation. Difficult sacrifices became easy for them for
the sake of adhering to the truth and the right path. Something which left the

disbelievers in complete bewilderment.

5. The Quraysh Negotiating with the Prophet (PBBUH) to Induce
Him to Abandon His Message

All methods of persecution used by the Quraysh on the followers of
Muhammad (PBBUH) failed, and the number of believers increased day by day.
The Quraysh were becoming increasingly concerned, especially as the Prophet
(PBBUH) was under the protection of his uncle, Abu Talib, and the clan of Banu
Hashim. The Quraysh decided to adopt a different strategy of incentives and

peace negotiations.

Following are some of the concessions and maneuvers that the Quraysh
employed in an attempt to contain and restrict the Prophet’s (PBBUH) call to

Islam.

a- 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah Going as the Quraysh’s Envoy to the Prophet
(PBBUH)

*Utbah (the father of Abu Sufyan’s wife, Hind hint *Utbah) was one of the
Makkan leaders, and he put himself forward as an envoy to Muhammad
(PBBUH) on behalf of the Quraysh. He said to the Prophet (PBBUH), “O
nephew, you know the status you hold among us by virtue of your family's
position of high honor and lineage, but you have brought a matter of grave
concern to your people through which you have split their community, belittled
their mentality, censured their deities and religion, and declared their forefathers
disbelievers. Now, listen to me. I will make some proposals for you to examine;

perhaps you will accept one of them.”

The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) said, “Speak, O Abul-Walid. T will

listen.”
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Utbah went on to say, “O my nephew, if, through what you have come with,
all that you desire is wealth, we will gather for you from our wealth until you
become the richest man among us. If all that you desire is eminence, we will
make you our leader, after which we will make no decision without your
approval. If all that you desire is kingship, we will make you our king. And if the
one who comes to you (i.e., Angel Jibril) is nothing more than an apparition that
you are not able to ward off, we will seek out the best medicine and spend as

much of our wealth as is necessary to cure you.”

The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) said, “Have you finished, O Abul-
Walid?” *Utbah replied, “Yes.” The Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) said, “Now
listen to me.” *Utbah replied, “I will.” He (PBBUH) proceeded to recite the first
verses of the Qur’anic Chapter of Fussilat (Explained in Detail): “In the Name of
Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful: Ha-Mim'. (This is) a Revelation
from the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. A Book whose verses are perfectly
explained. A Qur’an in Arabic for people who know. Delivering good news and

warning. Yet most of them turn away, so they do not hear.” (Fussilat 41:1-4)

*Utbah listened attentively throughout the recitation of these verses until the
Messenger of Allah (PBBUH) reached the verse: “But if they turn away, then say
(O Muhammad), ‘T have warned you of a thunderbolt like that which struck *Ad

99

and Thamud (past communities destroyed by divine retribution).”” (Fussilat
41:13) After hearing this, *Utbah stood up, panicked. He placed his hand on the
Prophet’s (PBBUH) mouth and requested him, “I beg you in Allah’s Name and
the ties of kinship to stop (fearing that the same punishment could befall the

Quraysh).” He then left, hurrying back to his people.

When *Utbah returned to his fellows, they noticed that his expression had
completely altered, and so they asked him, “What happened, O Abul-Walid?” He
said, “I heard words the like of which, by Allah, I have never heard before. By
Allah, it is neither poetry, nor magic, nor soothsaying. O people of the Quraysh!

1 These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur’an, and none but Allah Alone knows their meanings.
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Listen to me and take my advice. Leave this man alone and do not stand in his
way. Keep aloof. If (other) Arabs kill him, you will be rid of him at the hands of
others. And if he defeats the Arabs, his sovereignty will be your sovereignty, his
honor will be your honor, and you will be the most fortunate of people through

»

him.

But their answer was, “By Allah, he has bewitched you with his tongue, O
Abul-Walid.”

b- The Quraysh’s Negotiating Delegation to Abu Talib

Abu Talib announced his protection of the Prophet (PBBUH) and his
insistence on standing in his defense in the event of any violations against him.
Some notables from the Quraysh came as a delegation to Abu Talib to try and
prevail upon him to withdraw his protection. They addressed him with these
words, “O Abu Talib, your nephew has reviled our gods, denounced our religion,
ridiculed our mentality, and accused our forefathers of being astray. Now either
you stop him or else give us a free hand with him, for you follow what we

follow.”

However, Abu Talib talked gently to them and politely dismissed them. And
so the Prophet (PBBUH) continued to publicly preach and call people to worship
the One True God.

c- The Quraysh Threatening Abu Talib

Not long had passed since the meeting with Abu Talib, but the Quraysh
could not bear to watch the Prophet (PBBUH) carrying on with his message, so
they decided to escalate the offensive against Abu Talib. For a second time, some
leaders of the Quraysh went and spoke with Abu Talib, saying, “O Abu Talib,
you are an honorable elder among us. We have asked you to stop your nephew,

but you have not. By Allah, we will not stand by and accept that our forefathers
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be insulted, our mentality be ridiculed, and our gods be maligned. Either you
stop him or we will fight against him and you until one of the two sides (of our

conflict with Islam) is destroyed.”

Realizing the severity of the situation, Abu Talib sent for the Messenger of
Allah (PBBUH) and said to him, “O my nephew, your people came to me and
said such-and-such...,” and he told him what they had said. He then pleaded with
him, “So spare me and yourself, and do not place upon me a burden I cannot

bear.”

“Even If They Put the Sun in My Right Hand and the Moon in My Left
Hand”

The Prophet (PBBUH) sensed a weakness and an intention of withdrawal of
support in his uncle’s words due to the ongoing pressures on him from the
Quraysh. Yet he (PBBUH) responded with fortitude and firmness of purpose,
and said his famous words, “O my uncle, by Allah, even if they put the sun in
my right hand, and the moon in my left hand in return for giving up this
matter (calling people to Islam), I will never stop until either Allah makes

it (His Religion) triumph or I die defending it.”

The Prophet (PBBUH) was undaunted by the threats of the Quraysh or the
prospect of his uncle deserting him. He (PBBUH) got up with teary eyes but, as
he turned to leave, his uncle called him back and said, “Go and preach what you

please, for by Allah I will never forsake you.”

Abu Talib, filled with pride at the steadfastness and bravery of his nephew,

recited two poetic lines to express his full support:

By Allah, never will they reach you with all their multitudes until I am laid in the

earth, buried.

Proclaim openly your message and never mind anything. Rejoice and let it delight
your heart.
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d- Another Attempt by the Quraysh to Cut Off the Support of Abu
Talib

The Quraysh were left in a state of vexation and disappointment as they saw
Muhammad (PBBUH) going ahead with his message and his uncle refusing to
forsake him. Yet they went to Abu Talib one more time, taking with them a
youth called *Ammarah ibn Al-Walid ibn Al-Mughirah. He was described as the
handsomest and strongest youth in all of the Quraysh.

They said to Abu Talib, “Take * Ammarah as your own son, and you will have
the benefit of his intelligence and support. In return, surrender to us your
nephew (Muhammad), who has opposed your religion and the religion of your
fathers, divided your people, and belittled their minds, so that we can kill him.

In the end, it is nothing more than a man for a man.”

Abu Talib got up disapprovingly and replied in anger, “By Allah, this is really
an evil bargain which you offer me. You will give me your son for me to feed for
you, and I will give you my son so that you may kill him. By Allah, this will never

be.” And so the men of the Quraysh left dissatisfied.

When Abu Talib felt that the Quraysh was rallying and banding against him
and his nephew, he called upon Banu Hashim (his immediate clan) and asked
them to pledge their support for his nephew (PBBUH). The whole of Banu
Hashim promised Abu Talib that they would support Muhammad (PBBUH),
even if they were not of the same religion. Only one person refused, and that was
Abu Lahab (Abu Talib’s brother and the Prophet's (PBBUH) paternal uncle).

6. Bodily Assault on the Prophet (PBBUH)

None of the strategies employed by the Mushrikin worked, so, in despair of
ever being able to stop the Prophet (PBUH), they resorted to physical abuse. The
Prophet (PBBUH) faced much harm from the Mushrikin. The worst of it was at
the hands of the Mockers (five Qurayshi men who were the vilest in their
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mockery and abuse), especially when the Prophet (PBBUH) went to pray at the
Ka'bah. A few instances of the harm they inflicted on the Prophet (PBBUH) are

given here:

a- Abu Lahab and his wife Umm Jamil

Before the Prophet (PBBUH) was commissioned with the message of Islam,
Abu Lahab’s two sons, ‘Utbah and ‘Utaybah, were married to the Prophet’s
(PBBUH) two daughters, Ruqqayah and Umm Kulthum. After the Prophet
(PBBUH) began spreading the word of Islam, Abu Lahab was adamant that his
sons must divorce the Prophet’s (PBBUH) daughters. His intention was to hurt
the Prophet (PBBUH). Both sons complied with their father’s order and divorced

their wives.

During the Hajj season, Abu Lahab used to campaign against the Prophet
(PBBUH) and pursue him, wherever he might be, to contradict what he was
saying and chase people away from him. He did not only stop at that, but often

threw rocks and stones at him, causing his feet to bleed.

His wife, Umm Jamil, showed no less hatred for the Prophet (PBBUH). She
was the worst neighbor imaginable, often placing thorns in his pathway and

putting rubbish on his doorstep at night.

Upon learning of the Qur’anic revelation that came down concerning her,
in which she was described as the “Carrier of Firewood,” she angrily came to the
Prophet (PBBUH) while he was sitting with Abu Bakr near the Ka ' bah. She had
a large stone in her hand which she intended to throw at the Prophet (PBBUH).

When she got close to them, she asked, “O Abu Bakr, where is your
companion? I have been told that he is satirizing me. By Allah, if I had found
him, I would have struck his mouth with this stone.” She then went away. Abu
Bakr turned to the Prophet (PBBUH) and exclaimed, “O Messenger of Allah, did
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she not see you?” The Prophet (PBBUH) answered, “She did not see me. Allah

took away her ability to see me.”

b- “Ugbah ibn Abu Mu ait

He was another neighbor of the Prophet (PBBUH) whose treatment of him
was just as callous as that of Abu Lahab. One of the most abhorrent acts he
committed one day was waiting until the Prophet (PBBUH) prostrated himself
while praying by the Ka'bah. He then placed the dung, blood, and entrails of a
slaughtered camel on the Prophet’s (PBBUH) back, causing the disbelievers

present to roar with laughter.

The Prophet (PBBUH) did not move, but stayed in the prostration posture
until his daughter, Fatimah, hurried over to him and removed the filth from his

back.

c- Abu Jahl (Amr ibn Hisham)

He was the most hostile man among these Five Mockers. He used to throw
rubbish on the Prophet (PB